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"A lifetime devoted unremittingly to the sudy of the ancient
backgrounds of our modern Western religion has established
beyond dl possihility of error the conviction that the great
Scriptures of antiquity on which our Occidentd faiths have
been built up have had a remote Egyptian origin. The present
tregtise is an attempt to judtify the truth of this statement by
the revelation of the recondite significance covertly adumbrated
in one of the most prominent of such archaic symbolsfound in
the Bibles of both Judaism and Chridtianity,--the Red Sea.
Studied through the lens of alarger vison and a deeper
understanding, it should, and eventualy will be seen, to rlease
the power of anew and far more vital message for the two
religions that have harbored, al unsuspectingly, the hidden
dynamic of this archaic condruction of semantic genius. This
reveldion of the cryptic sgnificance of the Red Sealin its Bible
usage could inaugurate another, and the most thoroughgoing,
reformation in Judaism and Chridianity since the ancient days
of their origin. It could engender aNew Enlightenment in the
life of reigion and spiritud culture not only in the Wes, but in
theworld &t large.”

Alvin Boyd Kuhn
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A lifetime devoted unremittingly to the study of the ancient backgrounds of our modern Western
religion has established beyond al possibility of error the conviction that the great Scriptures of
antiquity on which our Occidentd faiths have been built up have had aremote Egyptian origin
and they purveyed their profound message of truth and wisdom in alanguage of semantic
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crypticism that has firgt baffled, then deuded the minds of al the theologica savants, both
Jewish and Christian, who have endeavored to interpret their esoteric Sgnificance, for full two
thousand years. The present treatise is an atempt to judtify the truth of this statement by the
revelation of the recondite significance covertly adumbrated in one of the most prominent of
such archaic symbols found in the Bibles of both Judaism and Chridtianity, -- the RED SEA. At
the moment of publication it is believed that never in al the centuries since the days of Egypt's
ancient glory has this occult meaning, involving, asit does, the stake of the higtoricity of the Old
Testament, with repercussions even for the narrative of the New Testament, been known or
published. It may therefore rightly lay claim to being certainly one of the most Sgnificant
reveaionsin the area of religious intelligence in twenty centuries & least. Almost doneiniits
single power of truth it threatens to subvert the main theologica supports of Judaiam firgt and
then Chridianity. Such at first Sght would seem to be the effect of the tremendous implications
of its disclosure at the present epoch in world religion, particularly in Judaism and Chridtianity.
This, however, would represent a narrow and myopic view of its sgnificance. Studied through
the lens of alarger vison and a degper understanding, it should, and eventualy will be seen, to
release the power of anew and far more vita message for the two rdigions
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that have harbored, al unsuspectingly, the hidden dynamic of this archaic construction of
semantic genius. This revelaion of the cryptic sgnificance of the Red Seain its Bible usage
could inaugurate another, and the most thoroughgoing, reformation in Judaism and Chridtianity
since the ancient days of their origin. It could engender a New Enlightenment in the life of
religion and spiritud culture not only in the West, but in the world at large.

The arcane profundity of the divine wisdom vouchsafed to early humanity by gods or at least by
sages and seers of advanced human development, "holy men of old,” as the Scriptures
themsalves rate them, was considered to be atreasure fit only to be preserved in a casket
congtructed of the golden materia of transcendent imagery and jewelled with gems of the
sublimest and most mgestic symbolism. Minds open to the vison of its truth and beauty
designed that it be expressed in recondite forms and semantic devices, which, while they
obscured its purport for the immature and undevel oped masses, intimated its dynamic
sgnificance and released its cathartic power to the intdligent and the initiated. These devices
were such literary "genres' as dlegory, myth, drama, poetry, legend, epic fiction, imaginative
tropes, number structures, star groupings and movements, and above dl, nature symbols. The
outer world of nature, which the seers knew to be the language of God's own expression of true
being and which lay concreted before our eyes, was looked to for al the expressve types needed
to body forth the archetypes of eternd verity. Nature spoke the one language which could never
utter falsehood. Hence the sacred literature abounds in naturographs, with such eementary
natural objects employed to dramatize meaning asthe treg, grass, earth, ky, water, air, fire, the
stream, animd, bird, insect, reptile, stone, wood, metal, ssorm, wave, tide, rain, snow, desert,
mountain, flower, bee, grape -- and the great sea. These natural objects and the phenomena of
their living exigence
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condtituted a veritable language, and one need not hesitate to pronounce it the most completely
meaningful language available to man. It isthe tragedy of world culture that this semantic idiom
has, like Latin, ancient Greek and other tongues, become a "dead language” and the books
written in it stand as tomes of fast sealed mystery. As aresult the whole enterprise of theology
and Scripturd interpretation has, for centuries, been befogged in intellectud confusion.

It isthe purpose to ded in this essay with just one of the nature symbols that has found such
generd usein the Bibles of antiquity, and the attempt will be made to bring to light the pure gold
of meaning esotericaly hidden in its cryptic intimations. Thereis said to be gold in the chemicd
composition of seawater; it is possible to say that thereis dso intellectuad gold of precious truth
in what seawater was intended to present to thought in the Scriptures. It is believed that oneis
fully warranted in prefacing the effort with the observation thet the revelation here to be made
congtitutes one of the most astounding disclosures of occult knowledge to be found in al the
relm of the archaic rdigious literature of the world. The Red Sea.

In the very same century in which Chrigtianity took itsrise, in fact born dmogt in the same year
asthat claimed for the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, lived the Hebrew scholar and philosopher,
Philo Judaeus. The statement will hardly be contradicted now that he had formulated a
systemétic code of interpretation of ancient sacred writings, which, if it had been followed
closaly by scriptural exegetists, would have saved the science of theology from the confusion
into which it hasfdlen ever ance hisday. It might even have prevented the schism between
Judaism and its ungrateful daughter, Chrigtianity, which was destined to drench the pages of two
thousand years of religious history with needless rivers of blood. It would likewise have
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obviated the causes which led both religions to break up into numberless sects and
denominations, thus perpetuating the reign of sullen hatreds and bigotries of every sort.

He ducidated the principle that the tomes of sacred writing bequesthed to early humanity by the
gods or by men of far advanced evolutionary stature were susceptible of interpretation at four
different levels of understanding: (1) the litera-physical; (2) the mord-sentimentd; (3) the
dlegorica-intdlectud; (4) the anagogica-mystica. That is, the books of Holy Writ could be
read as higtorica events; asmorad instruction; asintellectua conception of truth; as the
incitement to the most exdted spiritua mystica transports. Even before Philo's day the great and
learned Jewish scholars and interpreters of the Torah, the Tanaim and Amoraim, had expounded
the principle that he who reads the Scriptures only a the level of their surface meaning will

never grasp the truth of the living Word of God, that only he who pierces the coarser veilsto
grasp afar degper sense and experience amore vivid illumination of consciousness will receive
the cathartic purification of his nature. They went so far as to say that he who was content with
the surface meaning of the words was afool and asmpleton. Aslong asrdligions cling to the
lower rungs of the scale of interpretation of their Scriptures, there will be endless points of
difference between them; if they will lift the sense to the upper third and fourth levels, the
gpparent outer grounds of difference will dissolve in the unity and harmony of alofty conceptua
enlighterment. The later philosophers Kant and Spinoza were to arrive at about this same basis
of undergtanding. Philo himsdlf so well succeeded in ducidating Scripturd meaning at the
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highest level that he was able to make a synthesis of the Hebrew Pentateuch, or firs five books
of the Old Testament, with the rationaistic systematism of the Platonic philosophy of the
Greeks. It can with agreat degree of plausibility be asserted that had his interpretative
achievement
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been used as the basis of Biblical exegessfrom that time, the catastrophic divergence of
Chrigtianity from its parent Judaism would have been avoided, and the world spared the
gruesome horrors of two thousand years of persecution and daughter.

The key and instrument for gpprehension of the more exalted sense of Scripture was of course
the allegorical gpproach to understanding. When one understands that one is reading a volume of
spiritud truth expressed in the guise of alegories, one looks beyond or beneath the common
connotation of the words to discern a transcendenta significance that can be apprehended only
mysticdly, or at least with the power of abstract conception. In the late second and early third
centuries the two great Christian expositors of Scripture, Clement and Origen, successive heads
of the leading academy of Christian doctrinism, the famous school of Alexandria, endeavored
vdiantly to exdt the principles of Biblica exegedsto the highest Philonic levdl. Every historian

of Chridtianity has had to devote a chapter or section of hiswork to an expodtion of what is
gpoken of as"Origen's dlegories To the detriment of al Chrigtian history the historians dmost
with one accord, belittle the importance and sgnificance of this chapter of the early life of the
faith. On the contrary, it will some day be seen that the rdigion's failure to cultivate and
perpetuate and further develop the methodology employed by these two greet Fathers has been
the saddest derdliction and most codtly fatality of Christian history.

THE RETURN TO ALLEGORY

It is evident now that a keen recognition of this unfortunate eventudity in the early development
of Chrigtianity has taken place quite recently in the Roman Catholic branch of the Chrigtian
edtablishment. The hierarchy of this great ecclesiagtical system has obvioudy arrived at
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the decision to open the doors of Bible study to the alegorica gpproach and method for
interpretation. Recent public utterances have voiced the policy of the Church of Rome that, since
the Bible authors resorted to awide variety of "literary forms,” such as dlegory, myth, drama
and symbol, readers are free now to put their own interpretation upon the textud materid.
Allegory is bound in the end to convey to each reader the specid sense which eachisableto
grasp, hence the attempt to confine the meaning to a stated and uniform exposition is futile a
best. This move leaves every one at liberty to extract from the reading of Scripture the particular
grade of conception of which each is capable.

Few redlize the epochd significance of this strategy of the Catholic Church. It isavirtud

confession that it was amistake to have faled to follow the lead of Philo, Clement and Origen.
The deeper meaning of the great Scripturesis after al only to be caught by eachreader in
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proportion to his receptive capabilities in the way of spiritua-mystica redization. The pressures
impinging upon intelligence today from the side of a more enlightened scholarship have made
this recognition and concession necessary. To contend any longer that the Bible isto be taken
with Fundamentaigt literdlism, and asin al parts factud higtory, would leave Catholiciam
granded high and dry on the banks, while the stream of amore intelligent, more meaningful and
dynamic Scriptural exegesis has swept on by, carrying the world of culture with it out of reach of
the old method. Latdly, too, the trend back to alegorism has manifested itsdf sensationdly in the
Protestant wing of Chridianity, especidly in the Episcopdian denomination.

Asthisessay isto reved a series of astounding items of lost knowledge, it might as well detonate
its most explosive datum right at the sart, with the positive
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declaration that the Red Sea is not now and never was in the Bible! Thisisfaly! Thisis crazy!
One can hear readers protest. Y et the statement means exactly what it asserts, and it istrue! Any
one can pick up an English Bible and point to the words. R-e-d S-e-a. But if one picks up and
opens a Moffatt trandation of the Bible, those words will not be found in it, for thislearned
trandator had the intelligence and the courage to take those two words out. Because he knew that
they never had aright to be there! And dl other learned scholars knew that they had no right to
be there, yet suffered them to remain. No modern trandation has aright to inject into its verson
something the equivaent of which never was found in the origina document. And no origina
ancient edition of the Bible ever contained the Hebrew equivaent of the English words "Red
Sea." But the origina Hebrew editions did contain two words which trandators, or some
trandator a some given period, found reasons for trandating into English asthe "Red Sea”

The interested reader is by now probably eager to know what those two Hebrew words are. It is
no secret; here they are: lam suph. lam, sure enough, means water, sea; but suph never meant
"red." On the contrary it means something decidedly green. Any Hebrew dictionary carries the
information that suph means sedge, mar sh grass, swamp grass, in short, reeds! lam suph then
means the Reedy Sea, Sea of Reeds, the Reed Seal And ancient Egyptian literature did cdll it the
"Great Green Sea" We shdl see how it became red.

Suddenly, then, we are faced with the redization, quite saggering to dl in the aura of what we
were told in Sabbath Schools or read in Bible trestises, that no Bible ever said that the children
of Isragl once crossed -- two and a quarter million in one night -- the geographical and
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very wet Red Sealying between Egypt and Arabia on the map of our physica globe. If that Red
Seais not even so much as mentioned in the Bible narrative, how can it be asserted that these
people crossed it, wet or dry? And what then, we dazedly begin to speculate, becomes of the
whole epic of the Isradlitesin Egypt and their miraculous midnight flight out of it?

It isto be interjected here -- since the suspense may beirritating -- that, true enough, the hosts of
the true Isradlites (when one knows who they really were) did cross the Red Sea (when one
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knows what that truly is), and the sory comes dive with tenfold more luminous significance
than the alleged physica miracle of passing across between two walls of water ever meant or
could mean. For, as now we are staggered by the wiping away of the meaning we had attributed
to the thing as presumed history, we can be even more happily staggered by the revelation of a
veritable radiance of sublime sgnificance which, as spiritud dlegory, it was certainly designed

to convey to minds attuned to logica reasoning and mystical gpperceptions.

But now that we have washed the "Red Sed' completely out of the story, and put in its place the
"Reed Sea," we are -- momentaily -- more"at sed’ than ever asto what this green sea can mean.
Whereisit located? What is the hidden significance of the Isradlites crossing it to escape from
Egypt's rluctant Pharaoh?

Prf! -- the orthodox, the Fundamentalist scholars will exclam -- why make al this exaggerated
fuss about a mere change of name? We should not let alittle quirk of literary usage like that
disturb us or shake our faith in the Scripture. The narrow section of the real geographica Red
Sea, where the I sraglites picked their passage, was a place of low water and reedy character, and
the Bible saysthat
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the Lord raised up an "east wind" that pushed the shallow water off the bottom, so thet the
people crossed while the wind held the water back. To a Fundamentaist nature's laws and
elements present no obstacle to belief when God isworking a"miracle”” Therefore it means
nothing to him to reflect that if an east wind blew the shalow water off the bottom, it would pile
it al upon the west shore of the channd, exactly where the |sradlites would have to sart their
crossing! Nor does he pause to take into account the inches of mud on the bottom. Even with a
modern highway across the drait, and equipped with dl modern vehicles, an army of trained
men of that number could not cross the Red Sealin aweek. Imagine over amillion women,
children, camp followers, flocks and herds, making the crossing in one night! In too many circles
inreigion it is ill consdered a sacrilege to let naturd law stand in the way of adivine miracle.

If God has staged awonder and prodigy of his arbitrary power, it isfor humanity to stand agape.

The next gartling disclosure in the context must wait until sufficient preiminary eucidation had
been made to render it intdlligible. An dlegory -- at any rate ancient Scripturd alegory -- wasa
literary device designed to pictoridize aspiritud or anagogica redlity in man's subjective
experience in the form of an earthly physica narrative of fictitious events. So we are quite
warranted, without further demongtration, in assuming that the story of this crossing is designed
to carry its meaning into the area of our subjective life to work there a proper "miracle’ of
understanding at the two higher levels of Philo's scale. Asto thisis can be said at once that
virtualy dl Scripturd alegories and other semantic modes of representing exdted truth and
noumend redlities have but one basic theme to dilate upon -- the incarnation of soulsin morta
bodies here on earth. That is the ubiquitous omnipresent theme at the heart of nearly al Biblica
writing. This basic event, the essence of human life itsef, istreated, enlivened,
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illuminated by a greet variety of imaginative congructions, and thisis possble because dl living
forms manifest the basic principle from one angle or another and can be dramatized by one
typology or another. Life everywhere speaks the same language and harps upon the same chords.

This Red Sea episode of the sacred dlegory was formulated in order to transfix the more capable
human conceptud faculty with the redlity of the spiritud fact that the divine seed-soul, aunit of
God's mind-generated being, a true Son of the Father, had in incarnation to escape from a
bondage to the lower nature of the animd body in which it was housed for its journey through
thismortd life, by crossing a place, state or condition of existence symbolized mogt fittingly by a
body of water. Thistypism isfound universdly in the arcane wisdom literature. Very many
ingtances of it could be cited, -- and have been in our other works. If one says that in life after
life, or in the complete cycle of incarnate life, the soul has to wade through the "sea of life"
eventudly to land on that "farther shore" of cdedtid ddight and radiance, the poetic figure Snks
deeply enough into the average mind to register the genera sense of the incarnation experience.
If, however, the language of symbolism had been continuoudy cultivated since ancient days the
figure would release upon consciousness the vivid force of itsred sgnificance,

But it mugt be forcefully asserted at this point that those sages of old who indited our sacred
Scriptures were not merdly indulging wayward fancy in light touches of poetic imagery. Artists
they were of the highest genius and adept in the faculty of andogica representation as none
others have perhaps been snce their day. Every image they conceived to pictoridize
metaphysica verity was a congtruction that carried the receptive mind into the heart of aliving
truth and impressed it upon reflection with the
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dynamic of what the Greeks cdled a spiritud catharsis. In the Platonic philosophy these poetic
figures stood as archetypes of the divine thought, and deep reflection upon them awakened
redizations of the mighty transfiguring power of noumend truth thet is the very bread of life for
man's soul.

The sagacious scribes of the archaic wisdom, then, were talking of a seawhich al souls must
cross, and cross without sinking too deep in its waters; in fact a sea on whose surface we must
learn to walk without sinking, or getting our feet enmired in the mud of its bottom; a seaagain
whose waters must figuratively be dried up by the power of God o that we may pass over on dry
land. Or perhaps, under avariant figure, a great fish might catch us up and transport us across
after athree days journey inits"cabin." Isdl thisjust light poetic fancy, or isthere in truth and

in fact such a sea that we must cross to escape a miserable davery and reach a delectable land
flowing with milk and honey? Is the soul actualy brought in contact with real weater that might
extinguish its divine fire and drown it?

AN OCEAN ON FIRE
It is next to inconceaivable how blind the intellect of aworld has been! How obtuse to aredlity
that the allegory pressed upon it in the plainest terms! So close to usis this red sea over whose
storm+tossed billows we must swim to reach a happier land that it could not be brought any
closer to us.
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Closz is he than breathing,
Nearer than hands and fest,--

sang the poet Tennyson of the divine SAf within us. And just as closeto usisthis very red sea of
life. For, far down into the depths of an actua body of water, incarnation
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has plunged these souls of ours that are as oblivious of the watery eement they swim in asthey
are of the air they breathe. So true is this, both as dlegory and asfact, that ancient poetic genius
typified the soul as a greeat fish svimming about in the seg, the soul of lifeimmersed in weter.
Early Chridtianity gtill carried this symboal, as both Augugtine and Tertullian said that the Christ
was the greet fish in the sea and his Chrigtian followers were the little minnows. The fish, as
symboal of divinity, was universa in the arcane typology and in mythology. And when souls had
descended into incarnation they were aptly likened unto fish in the sea. In actudity, souls are
immersed in avesd of living potentid that is seven-eighths water, and it is seawater! And,
open avein and let it out and the oxygen immediately turnsit red! The Red Seal

At lagt the astounding truth strikes home to the mind of a surprised world: this "Red Sed" which
al Sonsof God, the only "lsradlites' ever spoken of in the Holy Scriptures, haveto cross-- isthe
human body blood! With aclear, sharp sense of understanding will any deep-thinking mind now
redize the dynamic force and litera truth adumbrated by the alegoricd figure of our souls

having to sink down in, wade through, swim across or be transported over abody of water,
which on the side of a poetic figure, the Reed Sea, is green, but on the Sde of physicd redlity is
actudly red. Every life of eighty years entails an immersion of the fiery dement of soul in these
bodies of water and crossing them to the farther shore. Eventualy, in the war between the fire of
soul and the water of body, which incarnation precipitates, the unquenchable fire of soul must
dry up the "moist ements’ and permit the soul to cross without "getting its feet wet." So we
have the beauty of the divine parable which could not be caught as long as alegory was mistaken
for dleged Jewish history, most of which, if it islooked a closely and redigtically as presumed
actual event, is seen as preposterous and impossible.
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If askeptical reader indsts upon chalenging the truth of the declaration that the human body
blood is seawater, and not only in poetry but in chemica congtituency, the authority back of the
datement is that of science, of biology, of anthropology, of evolution, of chemica andyss
verified in the laboratory. The human blood is ocean water, declared so by chemidry, sdinity
and dl, so that andysis can find no essentid character difference between the two. One could
logicdly infer this fact even without verification by chemicd anayds, from abasic knowledge
that the stream of biological life in its evolution came origindly out of the oceans. For along,
early period confined to the seg, it later became transferred to the land; the sustenance of bodily
energy through the chemica properties of water was replaced by the dementsin air; gillswere
exchanged for lungs. Y &, the lymphs, plasms and humors in the organisms retained the primal
character of what they had been from the start, -- seawater. The action of oxygen on substances
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tends to give them ared coloration. Indeed we do retain the origina heritage of the seaiin our
veins. Our blood isthis"Red Sea" The ocean is our common mother; and haf of the goddesses
of mythology and the Scriptures actudly perpetuate their identity with the seain their names,
maost prominently Thalath (Greek word for "sed') and Mary (Latin for "sea," Maria).

Language is the deep mine of occult meaning which must be worked congtantly if oneisto bring
up the precious ore of living truth in the arcane science of old. If the writers of the Hebrew Old
Testament had wanted to speak of the Red Sea explicitly, instead of the iam suph, they would
have written iam adom, for "red" in Hebrew isadom. The Hebrew word for "blood" is dam.
Adam'dam means'reddish,” admoni means "red-haired.” The word for "ground, earth” is
adamah; hence, as adam is the word for "man," but was included in the word adamah, meaning

-15-

"ground, earth,”" the name Adam was given the meaning of "red earth.” And in one way that is
exactly what man is, his earthy body mixed with red blood. By a mere switch of vowds, adam
became Edom, and Edom is the patronymic of Esau, who was "red, hairy." Wefind that
connection of Edom with red in the first verses of the 63rd chapter of Isaiah: "Who isthis that
comes from Edom, with his garments dyed red from Bozrah? Wherefore art thou red in thine
gopard, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winevat?"

But thisis only the beginning of what etymology, philology can do for usin this green-red
symboalism. It is no wonder, incidentaly in passing, that green and red are the two colors typica
of the Christmas season and its symbolism, as green stands for the natural man, and red, asthe
color of fire, typifies the spiritua man, and it is the ultimate marriage of these two componentsin
man's nature that gives birth to the Christ consciousness.

Back there in ancient Egypt we come upon another precious nugget of language revelation. In
fact it becomes the basis of the gist of thistrestise. We find there the origin of the word "seg’
itsdf, amogt illuminating item of knowledge.

The fundamenta predication of the great Egyptian wisdom structure was the interaction of the
two polarized energies of spirit and matter, on aweb of force suspended between which the axis
of the universeis conceived as turning. The Egyptian spiritua or cosmogonic mythology traced
the generation of the two universa creetive energies of life in a semantic sructure which said

that the God Tum (in one version, Kepher in ancther) with his hand produced from his
generative power his semina seed, "and from the drops of blood which fell upon the earth, were
born the

-16-

gods Hu and Sa' (in another verson Shu and Tefnut). And these twins, god and goddess, brother
and sgter, Hu and Sa, became the progenitors of mankind. These two short names stood to the
Egyptian seers as Hu for spirit, and Safor matter. And as fire was the universa symbaol of pirit,
so water, its chemical antagonist, was the symbol of matter. This gives us the association of the
word sa with water. But in the Egyptian system of hieroglyphics the tona symbol of fire wasthe
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letter of the dphabet, sh. The evidence of this, beside many other items, is that the Hebrew word
for fire isesh. Asthe unit of conscious being, what would be the ego-consciousness, or |-
consciousness, was dphabeticaly embodied in the capitd letter "I, and this s&lf-consciousness
was embodied, as far asthis earth is concerned, in the creature man, the Hebrew word for "man”
combined the"I" of divine consciousness with the "sh" of fire, so that "man” in Hebrew isish.
As"Hu" was the unit of spiritud life, man thus became the Hu-man being. And since this

Human entity tenants abody of water, we have a suggestive ground for the words humid,
humidity and the "humors’ of the body. We shall now look at the words derived from the Sa
gtem and shdl find them interesting and illuminating indeed.

Immediately it seems indubitable that we have here the true origin of the word "sed" itsdf. Since
Sawas matter, and water its symbol, the great water mass on the earth was the s(e)a. Possibly
some one introduced the "e" into the Sato hide its derivation from the latter, in the esoteric spirit
which motivated dl ancient religious literature. This ruse was often resorted to, the "Red Sed
itsdf being an ingtance of it.

But what is that eement in the composition of seawater that is most directly associated with it?
Salt, of course! And sdt issodium chloride, no less. Sa,sea,sdlt!
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And sdt isused asapreservative. In man's condtitution, say al the great Scriptures, isan
element, adivine principle, that is described as the "sdt of the earth,” and hence is that which
saves man and istherock of his salvation. So we have the words save, safe, salvation, salvage,
(probably) saliva, sane, salud (Spanish word for "hedth"), salute, salad, salubrious, salutary,
salacious, and by a poetic stretch, sail (over the bounding main, asthe old school song hasiit),
and others. As salute isto hail, sail equates hail, andin fact "s' and "h" interchange places
between wordsin different languages or even in the same language thousands of times, asin the
Hindu Asuraand the Persan Ahura It is quite alikely fact that the presence of sdt in the world
oceans maintains chemically a baance between eemerts that keeps the world atmosphere
"sdubrious" All the muck of the continentsis carried by riversinto the briny deep, and it isthat
sdine component of our seas that preserves the purity of our air, one must suppose. So then, if
salud (hedlth) and salute (generdly an inquiry about a person's health), and sail and hail are
kindred in origina meaning, we have a once a connection of hail with hale, and aso with heal
and the German hell (hail) and heilig, "sacred, holy". Doubtless this chain extends further.

At least two dlegoricd congtructions in the Bible introduce this dement of sdt and they now
become mogt significant. Could it be pure "coincidence” that the strange incident of the turning
of Lot'swifeinto that pillar of sdt (which Josephus said was Hill sanding in his day, the first
century A.D.!) occurred at a city caled Sodom? Here the hint thrown out above comesin for
congderation. Are we gretching things too far if we identify Sodom with sodium(chloride)?
When it is remembered that in the ancient Hebrew manuscripts and the origind Egyptian scripts
back of them vowels were few and virtualy nondescript and dmost indistinguishable, thereis
nothing

-18-
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authoritatively to be introduced againg the identity. (Vowels only later in the Greek cameto
digtinctness, and the Greek has the full complement of seven.) If, in passing, the question of the
esoteric sgnificance of the pillar-of-sdt alegory israised, perhaps the interpretation isthat if on
the soul's "fleeing" from the condition of embodiment in bodies composed mainly of sea-sdt
water, it does not continue straight ahead in its evolution toward spiritua heights, but turnsto
look back and seek again the atractions of life of body, it will be drawn back for further
incarnations in salty bodies, the body being poetized asthis pillar of sdit. If thisis not the
ggnificance, the red meaning must lie much deeper indeed.)

Then in the fourteenth chapter of Genesis thefirst versestell of a battle between five kings on
one side and four on the other, waged in "the vale of Sddim, whichisthe salt sea." (Another
verson hasit, "a the sdt marshes,” -- the Reed Sea.) Not only do we have Sodom connected
with the salt sea, but now Siddim, and vowels not to be considered of any decisive importance.
Nor does the doubling of the"d" make any difference, as consonants were congtantly being
doubled, according to certain euphonic principles. Sodium, Sodom, Siddim, and dl very sdinel

Can one be smply in error in affirming, then, that al these dlegorica flourishes are ancient
semantic devices hiding in their cryptic methodology the flat meaning thet the greet battle of life,
the war between the carnd and the spiritual dementsin man's nature, is fought out right herein
the sodium chloride in the blood of these bodies of ours? Thereis, indeed, reinforcement for the
ideain the Bibl€'s repeated statement that "in the blood isthe life of the soul.” A piquant phrase
of universal usage in referring to strong character and serling quality as being in a person's
blood, is seen to have abasis here.

-19-

And ancient Egypt spesks up in this connection, too. In referring to the universa dudity of spirit
and matter, it poetizes the two polar energies as the Pool of the Sun and the Pool of the Moon;
the Pool of the North and the Pool of the South; and again the Pool of Natron and the Pool of
Sdt. Thisnatron isintriguing; for it gartswith na-, and the chemica formulafor st isNA-CL.
Obvioudy the na isfor sodium. Chemigtry might tdl us of some connection here that would
again assure us that these ancient Egyptians knew more occult truth than we have ever given
them credit for. Some one could tell us more about natron and its properties. Na- is Sgnificant as
beginning both "nature" and "name," and, oddly enough, in Scripturd usage, name and nature
were close to identical in meaning. The patriarchs dways called upon the name of the Lord.
Onée's name was an intringc part of one'sidentity, one's nature. A new name was dway's given
when the candidate in the Mysteries was assumed to have put on the new nature of divinity. This
isdirectly gated in Revelation.

Turning from Egyptian to Latin, we find this na introducing us to a new range of driking
ggnificance. In thislanguage it isthe base of one of the shortest verbs, whose sem issmply N-
inthe"A" conjugdtion, -- that is, its accompanying vowd is"d' and not "€’ or "i." Thisverb

built up on the na stem, nare, means two things thet at first do not suggest any kinship or
connection. It means both "to be born™ and "to swim." From it on the side of "born™ we get name,
native, nature and natal; on the Sde of "svim" we have navy, naval, navel, natatorium (a
swimming pool), and probably our natron aso. And how are being born and swimming
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connected? Any mother should know, or any physician: dl birth is out of water, even that of al
life on the earth out of the sea. "Moses' means drawn "out of the water." The Egyptian word for
"birth" was mes. Wefind it in such Pharaonic names as Thothmes ("the born Thoth™) and
Rameses (the born god Ra) and others.

-20-

But more to the point, we have it in the word Messiah, the born 1ah (Jah), the three letter name of
Jehovah. The human babe comes forth swimming in asack of water. That Na speaks very clearly
to our intelligence indeed. Jesus said that the "naturd man” isborn of water, whilethe"spiritud
man" isborn of ar, asthe Latin word "spiritus’ means "ar." How fathfully nature matchesthis
gpiritual history in her procedures! For the sod of life on our planet was born out of the water

into the air, and the human foetus at birth steps out of water into the air!

This trangtion was by the ancient sages made the type-figure of the regeneration of man, when
evolution brought him to the point of graduation from the reign of animd inginct, under the
influence of naturd as digtinct from spiritud forces, over into the realm of mind (dways
symboled by air); and this becomes brilliantly illuminating if we keep before us the symboalic
relation of the na of natural to water, and that of spirit to air, in the Latin verb spiro, | breathe.
And if we seek the absolutdly firgt origin of this na's connection with water, we have it, beyond
al controversy of grammarians, back there in ancient Egypt's wondrous symbolic cregtings, in
the hieroglyph that means water. In this archaic and arcane symbol-system, right in the Egyptian
aphabet, the letter N is written in the form of seven wave ets of water, one might say it pictures
the ocean agitated by the wind in seven waves, -- @insert waves And the primary name attached
to the divine ego-soul incarnated in matter-water-body was this letter thrice repeated, -- NNN.
Also the primitive name of the cosmic soul of being immersed in matter was Nu. Thiswasthe
masculine form of the name, while the great universal mother-matter form of the name was Nut,
and the form that indicated the universal undifferentiated essence of primal being at the start was
the Nun.

-21-

When the Pdegtine rdigionists reformulated the body of their religious concepts, which they

drew from ancient Egypt, they switched the aphabetical sign of water from N over to M, and
just about al words sgnifying water-matter begin with M ever snce. The reasonsfor this

transfer the present writer has not discovered anywhere in his research. But thereisno
gainsaying the fact of it. Our own written English M dill represents three of these origina seven
waves of water (printed form only two), and our written and printed N till represents two waves.
While the Hebrew word for water in the sense of the seaisiam, the Hebrew word for water as
such ismayim, which, being aplurd (ending in im) would really be waters or waves.

And how vividly ingructive this pursuit of meaning in the congtruction of words can becomeis
well illugtrated here when we congder the Hebrew word for "heaven.” Thefirst chapter of
Genesis peaks of the genera concept of heaven in the phrase trand ated "the waters of the
firmament.” But the firmament, that is, the underlying indestructible first essence of dl crestion,
was away's represented as dud, divided into the firmament above and the firmament below. The
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Egyptian savants had divided the creation into the Upper Nun and the Lower Nun. This would
refer to the divison of the primordia undifferentiated homogeneous matter -- the NUN -- into
the masculine (spiritual) NU and the feminine (materid) NUT, in lifés universal polarity in the
periods of manifestation, when it is not dormant in its phase of unmanifesation, caled by the
Hindus pralaya. Thiswould give precisely what Genesis does giveinitsvery firs verse "Inthe
beginning God created the heavens (the Upper Nun) and the earth (the Lower Nun).” Now al
things pertaining to the materid or Lower Nun side of lifé's eternd dudlity, were symbolized by
the two "lower" eements, earth and water; likewise dl things pertaining to the Upper Nun side
were symbolized by the two "higher" dements, air and fire. How dearly

-22-

nature both sanctions and typifiesthisis seen in the fact that on the earth below we have earth
and water, while above we have air and (the sun's) fire. Also we havefirein the upper ar in the
form of lightning, in athunderstorm.

FIRE ON HEAVEN'SHEARTH

Water, however, is not confined solely to earth, but in the forms of vapor, visble as cloud, or
rain, and invisble as rarefied water vapor, pervades the earth's upper regions. But here we have,
in the Hebrew concept of the heavens, the idea of heaven as the place where the waters of the
Upper Firmament are associated with fire, -- sun or lightning. Hence to the word for water,
mayim, they prefixed thet greet letter of their aphabet which isthe symbal for fire, the letter
shin, and this gives the word for "heaven" as Sh'mayim. Thiswould convey dl that range of
meaning which flows from the idea of the origind fiery power of the divine mind or spirit of

God, interfusing itsdlf in the essence of water- matter, to beget the universes. The waters of the
Lower Firmament would be mayim, those of the Upper Firmament would be sh'mayim. How
agtonishingly these basic concepts find both illustration and corroboration in nature is seen when
we reflect that the sound of this dynamic letter SH, meaning fire, is actudly produced when one
introduces fire into weter; the hissng, 9zzling sound. Actudly in this naturogrgph we havein
vivid pictoridization the basic ideaiinvolved in the cregtion itself, that is, the projection from

God of the fiery power of his credtive energies and their being injected into the innermost core or
womb of maiter. Thisiswhat is meant by the statements found in Hindu rdligious literature thet
the birth of creation took place or began with the shooting of the cosmic ray of Purusha, eternd
Spirit, into thewomb of Prakriti, or matter, the eterna universa Mother.

-23-

With an explosive bang that the human mind will never forget modern science has demondtrated
the fact of saggering sgnificance that al matter is, one might say, on fire with energy. And,
trembling with awondering anticipation of the next even more staggering discovery that will
forever rock the human mind, and end forever the age-old controversy between materidism and
idedlism, over the question whether the primordia energy that crested the universe is merely
physical force, or the power of thinking mind, the intellect of man approaches closer and closer
to the recognition that the ultimate and origina force that generated life and being must be Mind.
Science has now resolved matter back into pure force, into energy; matter is energy that has
somehow cooled down, and like anything gaseous or fluid that cools down, it has"jelled,”

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com



THE RED SEA ISYOUR BLOOD 15

become datic, grown hard. It has crystalized and settled into concrete state. And having
demonstrated this stupendous fact, now the speculative prying mind of man awaits in trembling
suspense the confirmation of the next world-shaking ides, that energy isitsdf the potency of
Thinking Mind.

A phenomenon of modern life that has forced itself on our atention in the midst of the endless
panorama of scientific discovery and achievement is the surprised recognition that much of the
substance of our latest attainment in knowledge seems to have been in the possession of certain
of the ancient peoples, more particularly the Egyptians, from whom it is evident that the
sagacious Greeks derived the principia of the philosophica systematism which they developed to
such grandiose heights in the Periclean period, some four centuries B.C. Hardly less brilliant was
the rekindling of that light of the Platonic age which flared up after the dimming of the greet

flame following thefal of Athens, in the movement of what is known as Neoplatonism, about

the second century A.D., when Ammonias Saccas established his school of "esoteric wisdom.”
This effort produced Numenius and Maximius of
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Tyre, ater whom came four giants of the philosophica world, Plotinus, Porphyry and
lamblichus. Running like athread of fire dl through the master works of this group, -- to which a
little later Plutarch may be added -- isthe ideathat the primary protyle, or first essence of which
the crestion is composed, the "stuff" of which al things are made, is, as modern thought suspects
may be the very miracle of truth, -- isin very fact Mind!

Y es, affirm these profound thinkers, not only is matter crystalized force, energy; that energy in
turnisfluid Mind. Buried for these many centuries in the forgotten books of these great
philosophers, to be specific, in the magnificent work entitled The Sx Book of Proclus on the
Theology of Plato, there has stood a sentence, which had it been brought out and kept in
recognition, might well have saved Europe fifteen hundred years of its Dark Ages, and brought
modern science that much sooner: " The light of the sun is the pure energy of Intellect.” No one
can fail to see the redoubtable challenge of this pronouncement out of the wisdom of the long
past. It makes pertinent the question whether, with al the present incredible scientific marvels,

we have yet caught up with the acumen of ancient Egypt and Greece. For thereis evidence that
those sapient Egyptian priests, as likewise the Chaldean "astrologers,” had at least atheoretical
knowledge of the nature and congtitution of the atom, though, so far as we would judge, no
cyclotrons to demondirate the physica actudity. The profundity of Platonic and then the
Neoplatonic philosophy is an undiminished marve in universities, where they are il sudied. If
these, and perhaps even Hindu thinkers had knowledge that the fiery force of Mind flamed on the
hearthstone of every atom, they were theoreticaly in advance of where we stand today. We have
made the discovery that the thinking process in the human brain generates both heat and light, or
electric energy. Experiments conducted
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by attaching to the heads of students a sengtive dectrica device registered the generation of
amdl quantities of force sufficient to light up asmdl dectric bulb and run atiny motor.
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The Scriptures have andogized the menta creation of the universe in the Biblica phrase: "God
goake, and the worlds sprang into existence.” But back of al speech isthought. So it might be
sad that "what God hath wrought iswhat God hath firgt thought.” If the evidence for this
connection of creative energy with creative Mind is conclusive, we have afind -- and welcome -
- settlement of the eterna squabble over the question of the nature and congtituency of the
universe; and the laurel wreath goes to idedlism. The universe is the expression of the supreme
divine Intdlect, its mgestic ideas having become concreted in what we have called matter. By an
omnipresent inginct of reflecting intelligence, men have universaly thought of one tangible

thing in the realm of life as the gppropriate symbol of dl menta intdlligence in the human area of
consciousness -- the thing we cal LIGHT. And we have found Proclus asserting that the light of
aunsisthe pure radiance of Intellect. What a concept this gives us as we gaze into the "heavens'
of aclear dark night, and see the infinite hosts of those suns twinkling through the dark of space!
For if Produsisright, those infinite points of light are the scintillating brain cells of the Mind of
God! It isdeclared that anorma human brain has four quadrillion brain cells. We can generoudy
dlow God afew quintillions a least. We can see some hillions, even if we can not count them.
We have now proved that brain cells are very, very tiny -- on our scale of relative proportions --
units of the same energy that glows, seethesin flames of thousands of miles dimension on the
surface of the sun, yet we know that in proportion to their Sze they are asfar gpart from each
other as the sunsin the spread of space. Here is perfect anaogy, and if the Scriptures do not
speak
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utter nonsense when they declare that man is made in the image of God, they mean that our brain
cells match his, and his match ours, in function and in kind.

Man is declared in the secret wisdom of the ancient sages to be the microcosm, but il afull
duplicate of the macrocosm. And Hermes of Egypt, probably the sagest of earth's great sages,
cdled by the Greeks "thrice-greatest,” put this basic principle of understanding clearly before us
in his ever-memorable statement: " True without falsehood, certain and most true, that which is
aboveis asthat which is below, and that which isbelow is as that which is above, for the
performance of the miracle of the One Thing." And the Sophists of Athenssaid: "Manisthe
measure of dl things” He hasto be; for if he is the universein miniature, he hasto guage dll
things by himsdf. Hence the Greeks adjured us. "Man, know thyself, and thou wilt know dl
things." Hence dso the ancient seers warned men of the folly and the danger of worshipping any
supposedly divine power outside their own being and nature, since al the power of the cregtion
was dready impounded in the confines of a human life, needing only development to bring it to
"the fullness of the Godhood bodily."

Water below, and fire above, in the cosmas, in man, is the manifest order of things. Asfor man,
the below is his body, composed seven-eighths of water; the above is the fiery energy of thinking
mind in his quadrillions of brain cdlls. In the phrase of the poet, in the being of man "heaven and
earth have kissed each other.” More than that, under the stress of polarity, they have entered into
amutua relaionship in which they are destined to woo, win and wed each other, and in
generdion after generation give birth in their wedlock to new stages of the creation.
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In the mass of legendary fable concocted by the semantic genius of those sages of olden times
was the tradition that when Messiah gppeared, he would come up out of the sea. Truly enough
now, with our eyes conditioned to a sort of new infra-red power to pierce the darknessin which
the arcane cryptic figurism has been enshrouded, we can see how clearly thisform of legendry
tells the truth. For of course, snce the "life of the soul,” as the Scripturestdl us, "isinthe

blood," the divine power that will rise to deify us must come up out of the sea-water endowed
with the dectric potency thet is found to resde in the ocean waters. It should be redlized that the
blood is dectricaly charged, isitsdf dynamic with ameasure of the magic of the suns. Wereiit
not so, the mere physicd forces of the heart's pumping could not drive it out through the fine
channds of the veinsand draw it al back again. All cdlls of the body share the life that animates
the whole, and it is certain that the veinous and arterid channd walls furnish some pumping
power, some condriction and expansion in rhythm to push the blood dong, in aid of the heart.

If viewed from the purdy mechanitic or purdy maeridistic sandpoint man is just amachine.
The mistake of materidigtic thought isin supposing that heis just a machine. He is a machine
that isdiveand isin every cdll, to its degree, a thinking machine. We will gpproximate a truer
view of man if wethink of him aswe might of agreat printing press, every part of which, not
dead but conscioudy dive, kegps feding, thinking and voluntarily exerting itsdlf to perform its
function in the economy of the whole operation of printing. Had the world held on to thisliving
conception of man, which it inherited from the occult legacy of a Golden Age in early human
history, when, it isthe legend, the gods still mingled with earth'sinhabitants, aroger
cinematograph would have been the panorama of the last two thousand years of the world's dark
record. The mechanistic, that is, the dead mechanistic concept of man's
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nature, has been the index of the world's, most particularly the Western world's, degradation of
man's own concept of himsdf. Asfar asit can go, this concept takes no account of the inner
spontaneous and unconquerable ingtincts and fedings welling up within the human
consciousness, a hard cold posture of mind which tends to chill, to freeze and deaden the
dynamic free-acting forces genericdly innate in the human condtitution. The influence of the
conscious mind upon the operation of the unconscious processes of the body, such as breathing,
digestion, assmilation, heart best, is not accurately known, but it must be unquestionably grest.
Therefore the thought that one's body is amachine of purely non-living parts, which work by
purely physical, and not by biophysica laws and chemidtries, isitsdf aforce that will tend to
dow and deaden the body's living activities. How potently a philosophy that pours into the body
the power of amenta conception of its free-flowing, sdf-initiating mind energies would affect
wedl-being for the human organism has been well atested by the more or less"miraculous’ cures
and hedlings registered by the upsurge of faith, confidence, hope and other positive attitudes of
mind. Perhaps the most efficacious conception that the human individua can hold with regard to
his own life and well-being is the idea that he is a dynamo of vibrant intelligent energy, a
guantum of the conscious thinking Power that has generated and eternally activates the creation.
If his thought lacks this dement of the efficacy of spirit, he hardens hislife and tightens around
himsdf the prison walls thet confine the free forces of his soul within the habitation they have
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built for their expression in the incarnation process. They are turned into arigid, cumbersome
incubus on the soul instead of being the plastic adaptive instrument for the soul's free expression.
As Browning put it, "wal upon wall, the gross flesh hemsit in." And another poet has spoken of
the soul as " cribbed, cabined and confined” in the body. In fact this aspect of the soul'slife
received such
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emphasisin the great Greek philosophy that aways the body was dramatized as not only the
prison-house of the soul, but even its grave and tomb, since, when the soul descended into body,
its subjection to the dow, duggish tempo of the fleshly vehicle threw it into a torpor, acoma, a
kind of actud "death,” from which it had in the find outcome of its evolution to be resurrected.
The Greeksin fact used practicaly the same word for "body"” as for "tomb,” the former being
soma and the latter sema.

One can see the gptness of this symbolism when resort is again had to the typology of weter for
the body element and fire for the soul force. For naturdly water extinguishes fire, killsit. St.
Paul (Romans 7) saysthat the incarnation of his soul in body killed him. But, he added, he will
regain hislife, have his resurrection, through the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, which will
overcome "the body of this death” and grant him life eternd. The ancient wise men, those
Egyptian priests, dways thought of soul entering body for its life work under the figure of fire
plunging into weter, or soul crossing the "Red Sea," meaning by this sea the body's blood. Such
conceptions and figures held thought in fluidity and tended to keep the body plagtic, so asto be
respongve to the impact of the thought power of the centrd brain intelligence upon the nerve life
of dl the cdls of the body. Whatever possibility man has of living aradiant life inhered in this
sort of mentd aititude, which amateridist philosophy chillsto inanity.

Onewill find a strange face of momentous significance in this connection right in the dictionary.
It isthat the great body of verbsindicating theinitiation of movement begin with the letter "s" or
itsequivdent "sh." These are the letters which gart, shove off dl kinds of movement, such as
drike, dap, stamp, smite, speak, dide, streak,
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skate, send, shoot, spear, dip, dump, spit, stride, step, sneak, stedl, scrape, scream, sing and
scores more. That thisis no happy fancy of oursis confirmed by the definite fact that the ancient
Egyptian language prefixed s’ (or "sh'") to words denoting a Sate or condition, to make them
mean the act of producing that state or condition. One example is maat, truth, from the sem ma,
true, which when "s" is prefixed, becomes sma, meaning to confirm, etablish, i.e,, to "make
true." This must have come from the fact that the introduction of soul into body (water) in
incarnation, producing the"'s’ ("sh'") sound, started dl things off, sat al things going for the life

of the soul. That is, the letter's sound suggested the initid step in life. The extent to which the
ancient sagecity resorted to poetic tropism of this kind would not be believed generdly.

TURNING WATER INTO BLOOD
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All thisandysis may have seemed to take the theme far from its base in the Red Sea. But asthis
symbol represents the human body, or its blood, and this congtitutes the very bass of human life,
and the body isinseparably linked with the soul, the Red Sea may be said to be the chief
ingredient in al human problems, whether physica, religious, philosophica or psychologicdl. If
the human body is not an essentid dement in dl man's problems, it would be so only under the
conditions that Hindu religion seems so strongly to suggest to us mortas, that we may so
spiritualize our consciousness that we may release the soul completely from the incubus of the
flesh. We need to be reminded here of St. Paul's pointed assertion of the connection our souls
sugtain to the body, when he says. "For God, who has caused the light to shine out of the
darkness hath shined in our hearts,...out we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” This can be
takendsoin
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close connection with the statement of Greek philosophy: "1 am achild of earth and the starry
skies, but my raceis of heaven done." Yes, heavenisour true, origind and basic home; but the
Father sends us forth periodically from “that imperid palace whence we came,” sinceit isthe
function of spirit or soul to impregnate matter with the dynamic of the divine Mind, so that all
life, dl the universe may reflect the thought of the creative brain.

The Judeo-Chrigtian Scriptures -- the"Bible" -- do not contain materid eaborating the semantic
potentid of the Red Sea symbolism comparable to what we find in the Egyptian, and doubtless
other, literature. Y et there are touches which are decidedly significant, which, when takenin
connection with those found especialy in the great Book of the Dead, go far to corroborate the
thes's herein developed. The most direct and surely a most cogent affirmation that the human
body blood is sea water, in fact amost astonishing confirmation of it, isfound in Revelation 8:8.
Here indeed is a positive statement to the effect that the divine fire of soul went down into the
sea "which is on the border of the earth” and did two thingsto it that should have meant far more
to our dumbering cognitive faculties than they have appeared to do. Firs, it set the seaon fire;
and, second, it turned the sea into blood.

Perhaps one of the most direct allegorical references to the expulsion of the Sons of God from
heaven and their incarnation on earth is found in the eighth chapter, fifth verse of Revelation:
"And the angdl took the censer and filled it with fire of the dtar and cadt it into the earth.” This
was the sending of fire from the empyrean (pyr means "fire" in Greek) down to earth in the form
of the host of angelic beings that were born of the mind of God, thus "immeaculately conceived,”
that is, generated purely by spirit or mind energy unixed, "uncontaminated” with
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gross matter. Thisis matched in the Old Testamert by the first emanation of the Ab-ra(m) power,
the Firg Light out of Ur, the"city" of the Chasadim, and his going "west then south” into earthly
incarndion, or "Egypt." Both Raand Ur means "fire" the fira an Egyptian spelling and the
second Babylonian. "Ur" isthe origind Chadean word for "fire" becoming pur (pyr) later in
Egypt. (Pur isthe Gresk word for "fire" till.) These heaven-concelved, mind-born Sons of God
were cdled in Hindu systems the Agniswatha Pitris, fathers of the fire emanations, as agni is
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"fire" in Sanscrit. They have become immemoridly poetized as the "Divine Hames™" "the Divine
Sparks." Man's soul isaspark or ray of the divine cregtive Fire of Mind, asdl profound religion
declares.

"I come from the Sea of Flame," exclamsthe soul in the Egyptian Book of the Dead, "from the
Lake of Fame and the Sea of Fire; and | live" Speaking in the Egyptian dramathe soul declares.
"l am the Great One, son of the Great One; | am Fire, son of Fire, to whom was given his head
after it was cut off." (The symbolism here represents the idea that, even as Plato depicted it, the
soul, asit were, losesits head, its higher dimension of consciousness, when it descends into
incarnation, and hasto recover it by evolution here -- Paradise lost, Paradise regained.)

We have dl the legends of fire flaming forth out of the mouth, or the nogtrils of God, consuming
his enemies. Thisis often poetized asthe "wrath of God" devadtating dl things. In Deuteronomy
(32) wefind the Daity tdling of the avful power of his mind energy: "My wrath hasflared up,
flaming to the nether world itsdlf, burning up the earth and all it bears, setting the roots of the
hills dblaze And again: "From Sinai came the Eternd....blazing in fire from the south.” We
remember how his presence on Mount Sinai was accompanied by lightning, smoke and flame.
The seven
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golden candlesin Revelation typify the seven rays of the divine emanation asit poured forth to
create a seven-branched tree of life. The old English ritud of burning the Y ule log on the hearth
was to symboalize the lighting up and find trandfiguration of the naturd body and nature of man
by the transforming power of the divine flame of spirit. The ropes binding Samson's arms, when
"the spirit of the Eternd inspired him nightly, became like wax that has caught fire, the bonds
melted off his hands." The Egyptians cdled the watery body of man “the Pool of the Double
Fire" the dark, murky, smoky, smudgy fires of low sensudities, and the pure, clear, beautiful
flame of compasson and love. The lower flares of the anima passions, it need hardly be pointed
out, were thefires of hell. Happily no one need fear the prospect of being tortured in the fires of
a post-mortem Hades, aswe areliving in dl the "hdl" we will ever experienceright here on
earth. That firein our blood isdl the hell we will ever have to dread. But we had better dread it
now. All we need to do isto transmute those fires that burn in the blood with smudge, soot and
smoke into the pure flames of a beauteous life. "For wickedness burneth as afire. It shall devour
the briars and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forests." These are the coarse
underbrush of the hatreds, greeds and evil motives of our lives. If reason and discipline will not
burn them out, pain eventudly will.

Says the Greek philosopher Heradlitus. "Man is a portion of cosmic Fire, imprisoned in abody of
earth and water." John the Baptist said that whereas he will give us the lower baptism of (earth
and) water, the Chrig coming after him will baptize us "with the Holy Air (spiritus, Latin, means
"ar.") and with fire" Jesus said: "l come to scatter fire upon the earth;” aso "'l beheld Satan like
lightning fal from heaven." All these are references to the angelic hosts, God's own Sons, whom
the Father digpatched to earth to do hiswork with his earthly children. "He hath
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made his angels messengers and his ministers aflame of fire" Spirit was universaly symbolized
by the dement of fire, aswas mind by air, emotion by water and sensation by earth. Our souls
are sparks of the divine Hame,

Thefiery nature of spirit isindicated in the symbolism by the figure of incense and the censer,
the latter being the miniature "stove" in which the heavenly fire burned and gave off its pleasing
incense for God's delectation. The censer, as a vessel which could contain and transport the fire
of soul to earth, must refer to what St. Paul cdls our "spiritud body." Within man's outer
physica body dl rdigions of the arcane wisdom asserted that he has severd finer bodies of
sublimated essence, Hill in a sense materid, but not of the gross physica matter familiar to our
senses. Science now knows of the existence of matter in many ethered- spiritua forms,
impapable and invisble, yet quite literally redl; and these inner bodies hold or convey the
central nucleus of soul when the outer physical body is thrown off, or not yet assumed. The
intimation of the text of Revelation, then is that the "angd," the power of God, having packed the
soul in afiner spiritua body, whisksit off the atar and trangports it down to earth.

Then two verseslater on in that eighth chapter of Revelation the text says that the seven angels
(creative life energy is dways projected forth from the hearth (dtar) of God'sfirein seven
impulsions) "prepared themselves to sound.” "And the first angel sounded, and there followed
hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth.” Here is the first mention of
the divine firé's connection with blood. But once these sparks, or units, of the fiery mind essence
were ensconced in the bodies of animal cregtures here on earth, they becamein avery red sense
the fiery power of the body blood, the generators of
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the eectric dynamism found in the blood. "For in the blood is the life of the soul," saysthe
Scripture. Drain out a person's blood and the spark and fire, the dynamo of hislife, isgone. The
fire has gone out on his hearth.

But then in the next (eighth) verse comes the crowning statement of the truth we are enunciating:
"And the second angel sounded, and as it were a grest mountain burning with fire was cast into
the sea; and the third part of the sea became blood.”

The second century Chrigtian protagonist, Justin Martyr, saysthat at the baptism of Jesus by
John, "afire was kindled in the waters of the Jordan.” The actudity of the meaning hinted at by
such postic figures can be caught in quite redistic form when one says of some outrage that "it
makes one's blood boil with indignation.” Through the avenue of beautiful conceptud imagery
we can come to aredization of what ancient poets meant when they spesk of afire blazing
within the sea, and, asfire aways does to water, converting it into steam or vapor and so
enabling it torieinthear.

The tenth verse rounds out this phase of the incarnation symbolism by saying: "And the third

angel sounded, and there fdll a great star from heaven, burning asit were alamp, and it fel upon
the third part of the rivers and upon the foundations of water."
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Thefifth angd's blast dso brought afdling star to earth. Thisisthe lightning streek of Satan
faling to earth which Jesus says he beheld.

So the divinefire of soul migrating to earth, saysthe great dlegory in Revelation, set the seaon
fire, made it
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glow dl red and turned it into blood. Will the Fundamentd literdist, who inssts thet every word
of the Scripturesisto be taken in its bald physica sense, protest to us that the Pacific Ocean is
blood? A thing of this sort is quite happily available to reduce the clams of literdism to their
proper category of ribald nonsense. But because such a construction of poetic fancy collapses
into preposterous fol-de-rol when its litera actudity isingsted upon, let no one think that it
therefore isto be discarded and put out of court as irrdlevant and vaueless. Its dynamic vaue
only emerges when its clamed actud factudity is dropped and a truth structureis reveded to
discerning vison deep within the frame of the outer dlegory. Such was the form and method by
which the ancient wise men depicted truth by symbol and dlegory. Hence, truly enough, not in
the saven seas of our globe, but on the very hearth of the life of mortd men, the heavenly fire
conveyed to earth by God's own Sons, does dip down into the sea which is the watery essence of
these mortal bodies of ours, and does set them aflame with afire of life and soul and doesturn
them into blood. Who has not read over and over those mystifying verses of Revelation's flaring
alegorism and wondered what those words redly meant? Here a any rate is one luminous key
that can turn on the light of intdligible, rationd meaning.

But it iswhen we turn to old Egypt's prodigious tomes of hoary wisdom that we see the
symbolism more openly and clearly a work. In commenting on Chapter 176 of the Book of the
Dead, Budge, the noted Egyptologigt, writes. "Asfire and boiling water existed in the
underworld (our earth) he (the soul) hastened to protect himself from burns and scads by
reciting these chapters.” For the titles of these saverd chapters are: "Of drinking water and not
being burned by fire in the underworld,” and " Of not being scaled with water." Showing how
closdy Old Testament materid must have relaed to its antecedent EQyptian
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sources, we find this symbolism very dosdy matched in 1saiah 43: "When thou passest through
the waters | shall be with thee; and through the rivers, they shdl not overflow thee; when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shdlt not be burned; neither shdl the flame kindle on thee."

Theimagery here, drawn draight from nature, from chemisiry and physics, tdls usin effect that
when the celedtid fire of God's mighty spirit is, by incarnation, introduced into the natura

watery eements of the body, thisfireis going to heat up thiswater, causeit to boil and seethe, s0
that we see aman in passion burning with hot zed over some injury or affront. A burning within
the sea, sure enough; the ocean on fire; the bush dl aflame, yet was not consumed. If the soul,
the god himsdlf, who himsdlf contributed the fire that heated the body blood, was not sufficiently
in control, he stood afar chance of being "scaded” by his own fiery rage. So the dlegories
represent the god-soul as being able to dlay the sorms on this sea of life, and fittingly enough,
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represent the tempests as raging when he, the power within the ship, liesfast adeep down in the
"hold." So the Manes, or "shade" of the person in this underworld, prays in the Egyptian Ritua
that he "may have power over the water and not be drowned.” Emerging from his dangerous
journey across the seain victory, he chants. "1 am the being who is never overwhelmed in the
waters." Sargon of Assyria, who was picked up out of awicker basket floating in the reeds (the
"Reed Sed") by the river's brink by the king's daughter long before the same legend was repeated
with Moses, exclams. "My mother gave meto theriver, which drowned me not." "Moses'

means "drawn out of the water."

The Scriptures were found to give authoritative support to the symbolism of the seabeing turned
into blood, but it seemed unlikely that they would be found gtating directly
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that this change came about as aresult of the transfer of the stream of the earth'sbiological
evolution of life forms from the oceansto theland. Y et even a direct statement of that effect was
encountered in the course of recent searching for the data supporting the theses of this essay.
Modern biologica science and ancient fanciful semanticiam find themselves in amazing accord

in some versesin the early chapters of the book of Exodus. Thefact of the change coming from
the shifting of the evolution chain from seato land finds absolutely astonishing literd

confirmation in Exodus 4:9. The ancient dlegorist -- or perhaps it was the trandator -- subgtitutes
the word "river” for "seg," but that in no way dtersthe sense. It isgill the earth's great weter-
body that is referred to. Speaking to Moses for the children of Isragl, the Lord directs him to
"take of the water of the river and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out
of theriver shall become blood upon the dry land.” Theideaishinted a again in Exodus 7:17,
the Lord spesking: "1 will amite with the rod that isin mine hand upon the waters which arein

the river, and they shall be turned to blood.” Again in verse 19 the Lord commands Aaron to
gretch out hisrod and his hand over the waters of "Egypt" "that they may be blood throughout
al theland of Egypt." (Most high-ranking scholars regard this"Egypt" of the Exodus narrative as
aglyph for the earth and the human body, being the nadir point to which souls descend for
incarnation, and also as the fabled "underworld" of mythology.) Asit is obvious that the Pacific
Ocean has not turned to blood anywhere e se than in the human bodies of earth's people, one
must redize that the piercing vison of the seer of old had hidden a sdient truth of biologica
evolution beneath the dlegory. If our Bibleis found to be talking about this kind of truth we had
better read it a bit more closely and with an eye dert to pierce semantic veils for the discovery of
more cryptic reference.
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Then thereis (in verse 21) the statement that the catalytic power of the "rod" of spiritud fire so
changed the water of the river that the Egyptians could no longer drink of it, because it "stank,”
which is obvious enough reference to its unpotable brackish taste. So then "the Egyptians digged
round about the river for water to drink.” If apiritua interpretation of this last symbolism is
sought, it may be perhaps found in the idea that, as the sea water stands for the basic naturd life
of man, thislife of sense, animalism and lower gppetencies will in the course of time and
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evolution become repugnant to the soul and it seeks refreshment from the purer aspirations of the
Spirit.

Could anything in the sacred writings be more significant and illuminating than the

announcement that man undergoes two baptisms, and asit were, two births, first that of water,
then that of fire? (Ancient ingght dways assgned two mothers to the Chrigt figures,) As water
not only typifies, but virtudly isthe body, the first baptism depicts the experience the soul
undergoes when its divine fire of spirit is submerged in the waters of the Lower Nun, thet is,
incarnated in earthly watery body. This phase of the incarnational ordedl involves dl the forms

of experience that can accrue to man through the intermixture of the two sdes or ssgments of his
dua being, his body and his soul, and could only be symbolized adequetdly by dl the
phenomenathat are generated when fire meets and combats water. For along time the "watery"
elements of consciousness, sense and emotion (earth and water), predominate and rule the
individud'slife. But gradudly, and dl too dowly, the pure and more powerful flames of reason
and love gain the ascendency. Inevitably in the end the more powerful eement must win out, and
this at once introduces the great symbolism of fire drying up the water. And here we have the
ground of dl those dlegories of the God-power drying up the waters of asea or river in order
that the Sons of God (in the Old Testament the Isradlites -- who
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incidentaly are not the Hebrews as a nation or race, but purely a spiritua grouping) may cross
over without being drowned. When the "sed" startsto burn, it will in the end be dried up. And
with this comes one of the most gartling revelations of esoteric significancein dl the realm of
symboalic depiction of truth: the truth as to the converson of snful man into man snlessand
divine. For asthe "snning" nature of the first and unredeemed Adam is symbolized by water,
and water by nature fdls, the action upon it by the application to it of the fiery power of the
divine soul, which will veporize it, convertsit into a state analogous to geam, aform in which it,
too, like fire, shal rise again. What mora lesson could be more cogent than the redization thet if
mean livesin the redim of base passon, he will continue to fal; but thet if he will purge his carnd
sensudities of thelr gross sdfish character, he will arise! So . Paul descants endiesdy on the
theme that the indulgence of the interests of the flesh means desth, wheress the cultivation of the
interests of the spirit means life and peace. To descend into and remain bound under the "watery”
nature of the body and its sensud indincts s, in the great theology of the Greeks, avirtuad death;
to "dry out" these heavy, duggish motivations by the superior power of the rationa soul isto
achieve the resurrection.

The Scriptures spesk figuratively of the power of God as "rebuking” the sea and "smiting the
seq," confounding the sea. This depicts the spirit's power to check, change and ultimately destroy
the force of the lower mativations of the "flesh,” the "Old Man of the Sea" Doubtlessthisisthe
origin of the poetic phrase, "to suffer aseachange." Trandated into terms of modern psychology,
this typism would have relevance to the function of the superconscious power of the great
"unconscious' in man to check, control and redirect the energies of the conscious part of his
psychism. When the interpreters of the Scriptures can show that the meaning so cryptically
disguised under glyph and symbol has immediate pertinence to the psyche and the spiritud life
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of al mortds, the great legacy of ancient Holy Writ will be able to reassert its benignant
influence

-41-
ICHTHYS, THE GREAT FISH

Asadl parts and dements of the natural world were inginct with symbolic intimations for the
discerning mind of ancient semanticidts, that which the sea so voluminoudy generates, itsliving
product, the fish, could not escape the search for meaningful Sgnification. How prolificaly we
have the great symboal utilized in the archaic representations Mythology teems with the
recurrence of the whales, the dolphins that transport the heroes across the waters, the sea-
serpents that attempt to strangle infant deities, mongters of the deep and plain common fish that
serve asfood, or one that turns up with agold coin in its mouth. The intimations of symboalic
meaning of the fish typograph are among the profoundest in the realm of ancient semanticism. A
few of these must be examined.

Striking indeed is it that we find the fish to be the monographic symbal of the Christ himsdf in
the initid stages of the inception of Chrigtianity. There was much reason for the Church leaders,
such as Augustine and Tertullian, to spesk of Jesus as the Great Fish in the sea, and his
followers, the Chridtians, as the little minnows. For in Greek emblemism the Chrigt figure was
typified as the grest fish, Pisces of the zodiac. This was inevitable when one knows of the
addiction of the inspired religious mind of the ancient day to the custom of making the zodiac
serve as the graph of dl esoteric significance. Thisisitsdf avast, complex and deeply recondite
study, seemingly fathomlessin the profundity and cogency of itsimplications for understanding
the rdigious life of man.

Most smply defined, the zodiac is afigure depicting the journey of the sun through the cycle of
the twelve sections of the heavens, both in the period of its earthly annua revolution, or in that of
the full cycle of the precession of the equinoxes through the whole twelve houses
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of the sky in 25,868 years, known as the Great Cycle. The smdler annua cycle was aminiature
of the greet precessond cycle and served equaly well for typology. In the spirit of this
symbology it was the custom of the ancient sages of the divine wisdom to typify and designate
the power of the coming Christos under the name and nature of the Sign of the zodiac in which
the sun stood for gpproximately 2160 years of its sasis in each house. For instance, in the sign of
Leo the Christ power was, in the region dominated by Jewish rdigionism, the Lion of Judah.
Under the Cancer sign the Egyptians dubbed it the sacred Scarab, Cancer having been the sign of
the beetle before it was thet of the Crab. With the sun in Gemini, the divine nature was the dud
force of good and evil, the twin brothers, symboled by the stars Castor and Pollux in the sky. In
Taurus, the Egyptians, Chadeans and even the | sraglites worshipped the divine power under the
symbol of the sacred Bull, the Golden Calf, the Cow of Iss and other goddesses. In Aries, the
Ram, the great symbol of the Son of God was of course the sacrificid Lamb, and in Greek
mythology the Golden FHleece. And when Chridtianity was taking form, the sun was making the
trangt from Ariesinto Pisces, the Sign of the two Fishes. Hence the Ram and Lamb symbolism

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com

25



THE RED SEA ISYOUR BLOOD

gl prevailed, but the Piscean figurism was being introduced, and its presence in the Chrigtian
literature and even in the rdigion's early iconography is surprigngly in evidence.

The astute-minded Greeks, dedling with the Christos concept in this intriguing fashion, therefore
portrayed the divine Avatar for the Piscean era asthe Great Fish, and a myth like the Jonah
whale fabrication was inevitable. The ancient Sumerians, ancestors of the Babylonians, had
gpoken of the Fish incarnation of Vishnu, and the ancient eponymous hero of the Chaldeans was
loannes, the Fish Avatar, under the name of Dagon. And dag is the Hebrew word for "fish."

But the Greeks ingenioudy took their word for "fish," which is Ichthys (Ichthus) and, using each
|letter of the
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word astheinitid of aword, coined the sentence-phrase: IESOUS CHRISTOS, THEOU UIOS
SOTER,; which reads. Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior. It is known as the Ichthys monograph of
Christ, the "Fish Avatar” of the Greeks.

Such was the generd vogue of this fish-image of divinity that, usng a Latinized form of the

word, the Greeks in the early years of the Chrigtian movement, habitudly referred to the
Chrigians asthe Pisciculi (Latin: piscis, "fish"), meaning the "little fishes." It was just a popular
exploitation of the figurative flourish of the zodiacad symbol, with atouch perhaps of dight
derison. It could be that the gppellation was flavored with a bit of scurrility or mild contempt, as
the Chrigtians were universdly regarded, in the inception of their fanatica upsurge of ignorant
pietism, as pitiably deluded religious zedots. In fact the very name -- Chrigians -- wasfirgt
fastened on them at Antioch, the book of Acts states, as aterm properly ridiculing people who
were S0 unintelligent as to believe that the Christos, yes, even the Logos, the unthinkable power
that created the gaaxies of the cosmos, was waking around down here on earth ensconced in the
body of aman said to have been a carpenter in Galilee. They claimed that this obscure and
obvioudy deluded countryside preacher and prophesier of the swift coming of the Kingdom of
God, in which hewas to St in glory perpetud on the right hand of the Eternd God, wasthe "Fish
Avaa" of the Absolute Daity. To philosophica Greeks thisideathat the infinite power
predicated in their great concepts represented by the cosmic Trinity, could be compressed in the
body of a man of our human order was incredibly crude, naive and preposterous; and the
cultured Greeks, as dso the Romans, held them in supreme contempt as pitiably ignorant pietists,
aswethink of certain sectsin our civilization today who continue to predict the immediate
coming of the Chrigt, and the "end of the world."

But perhaps the most tdlltde evidence of the astrological symbolism connected with Chritianity
isthe
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pointedly sgnificant fact that the Galilean Messah's twelve disciples were declared to be

"fishermen.” Chrigtian theological lucubration has never once had the candor to face the
devadtating chalenge which this obvious link with zodiacd symbolism presents to the dlaimed
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higtoricity of the Gospels. If there were in historica actudity twelve men attached to the Judean
clamant for the mantle of Messahship, they would have "inherited" the designation of
"fishermen,” no matter if they were farmers, herdsmen, tradesmen, or as Matthew was, atax
callector, apublican, smply by virtue of the semantic spirit of the rdligious traditions of the age,
for the Sabaean congtructions of Chaldean astrology, projected in occult circlesamost asa
pictorid Bible, were universaly rife among the Mystery groups, the Gnostics, Manichaeans,
Essenes and other associations of mystical-occult bent. Under Aries symbolism they would have
been "shepherds,” and under Taurian, "cowherds," under Capricorn "goatsherdsmen.”

Then the Chrigtians themsalves adopted the two fishes of the Piscean Sign as their own emblem.
In the catacombs of Rome the dua fish monogram was everywhere in evidence, carved or
pictured in many ways, even on the forehead of the images of the Christ, and on the wallsand
dtars. And Jesus ingtructed Peter to find the gold coin wherewith to pay the tax levy in the fish's
mouth; and he said: "I will make you fishers of men;" and his last wonderwork was the
miraculous draught of fishes that broke the net. The fish's bladder, in Latin the Vesica Piscis, was
utilized as a symbol of the presence of mind (air) in the body (water). Fish aso was a symbol of
the presence of air in the water, intimating the presence of mind (air) in the body (weter). Fish
aso wasa symbol of divine food for man, snce his soul, once it wasimmersed in the "sed" of
incarnaion, would find fish his most naturd food. The greet religious Ritud of Egypt (Book of
the Dead) dramdtizes the god as declaring: "1 am the great and mighty Fish which wasin the city
of Qem-Ur." And agtatement isthat he shal in the end be freed from the great Abtu fish,
meaning that he, like Jonah released from the whale after three days, would
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be liberated from the necessity of further incarnation. Likewise the Egyptians pictured the
goddess Neith (whose name Gerald Massey equates with "net”) as fishing Horus, the Chrigt, out
of the sea, as the Pharaoh's daughter fishes Moses out of the waters among the reeds. At least
two of the prominent goddesses of the Eastern Mediterranean region, Atergeatis and Semiramis,
were cdled "Fish Mothers.” And on the head of Neith, an earlier form of the goddess Hathor,
there was inscribed a perch. Neith carried the shuttle or knitter, for the weaving of her fishnets.

The emblem of the goddess catching the Son of God as afish in her net would dramatize the
samplefact of incarnation, to begin with, as the feminine is matter (its symbol iswater) and
matter catches the incarnating souls in its meshes. But asthe orded of life in the sea of matter
eventualy lifts the captured souls out of this redm of incarnate life into the world of spirit (air),
even S0 dso the act of fishing emblemed the reease of souls from their captivity in the body, the
"Red Sea" The fish floating about in the water is the mogt forceful symbol of organic life
immersed in inorganic matter, and that is precisaly what the fish symbol most cogently
portrayed. A fish in the seaamogt shouts a us the fact of our being divine souls, the product of
organic evolution, immersed and floating about in the sea of inorganic atomic matter. A phrase
from an archaic formulary, expressing concisdy the basic idea of soulsincarnated in matter,
referred to them as " suffering under the dense sea” of matter. Perhaps the future stability of the
edifice of the Chrigian rdligion may be severely shaken from the startling revelation that the
Greek word for "sed' is pontos, and for "densg" is piletos, which would take the form in Latin of
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"Pontius Rilate." We can only ask: can this etymology be the origin of the creed's phrase: "He
suffered under Pontius Pilate?!

But another line of research leads us to further amazing disclosuresin this "fishing expedition.”
It has been shown earlier that the ancient origind Egyptian short name of the primordia
undifferentiated sea of being, so to say our
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"empty space,” was NU; its masculine (spiritua) manifestation was NUN; and its feminine
(materid) polar opposite, was NUT. It hasjust been said that the primary symbolism of the fish
floating in the seawas the image of units of divine spirit-souls (Aways masculine) immersed in
the water of incarnation. The term NUN, then, would by sheer emblemism represent spirit in
matter, and at man'slevel and ation in evolution, the soul in the body. The cosmic NUN being
the great Father spirit, we surprisingly find that in Chaldean and Syriac NUN means the Greet
Fish, symbolized in the heavens as the congtdlation of Cetus the Whalel The Sons of God, his
little "fish" children, would be the offspring of this Greet Fish, or Sons of NUN. Following this
guiding thread we run into such an amazing correlation of ideas and symbols as fairly to stagger
our minds with the marve of it dl.

Frg of dl, and dmost an immediate knockout for us, we find that al ancient astrological
formulations represented the Christ characters as being born in the house or sign of Pisces; dll
were sons of the "Fish Mathers™ This was inevitable from the fact of semantic science thet the
firgt or naturd man in our dud nature, being the son of the Virgin, had to be represented as being
born in Virgo. But the spirituad man, his direct polar opposite would then have to be born exactly
across the zodiac from Virgo, and that brought the second or spiritud birth in Pisces, six months
later. And in the first chapter of Luke's Gospel Jesus, the Chrigt, is declared to have been born
just 9x months after his natural-man forerunner, John the Baptist! In dl symbolism, as has been
shown above.

What, then, on top of that, is our astonishment when we find that there was another Jesus away
back there in the Old Testament; yes, a man with the Jesus name, one of the dozen or more
variant spdlings of this name Jesus, but till Jesus, -- namely Joshual And whose son was he?
Joshua, son of N U N! Here was Jesus by name, and this time connected with descent from the
fatherhood represented by the Great Fish!
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Stll further heightening the wonder comes the next datum: in the Hebrew aphabet every letter

has a corollary designation, a"nick-name" so to say, which gives some recondite intimation of

its function in the canon of sounds and sSgns which make up the dphabet. Aleph (A) means, for
ingtance, ox; beth (B) means house; gimel (G) means camel; daleth (D) means door, etc. When
we come to the middle of the aphabet, which point represents the lowest level of matter into
which the fire of soul descends before it turns to return back to the heaven of spirit, and is
therefore the place of water, matter's eternal symbol, we find that M is the Hebrew hieroglyph for
waves of water, as N isin Egyptian, and its aphabetica name is mem and means water and that
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N -- brace yoursdves for ajolt -- hasfor its nick-name fish and, of al things wonderful, is caled
NUN. M ismem; N isnun. Itiswdl to see what we have together here: Joshua (Jesus) born in
Pisces, even in Chrigtianity, and son of Nun, the Fish! Jesus, Son of Nun!

Virgo was called the "house of bread,” that divine Bread that Jesus said came down from heaven
and was made man, as Chrigt, the God in man. Pisces was the house of the Greet Fish, or the dua
fishes. Bread and fish were therefore made the symbolic dua food for man, the one physical and
the other spiritud nourishment. Most wonderfully in old Egypt's semantic science, the cities

were often named from some function of the deific life. A city in which it was symbolicaly said
that Horus, the Christ, was born and died, was Anu, which becomes Any when transferred to
English (the Gresk "u" dways turning to English "y".) A very sgnificant item mentionsit as "the
place of multiplying the divine bread.” The birth of the Chrigt soul in al men surdy multiplies
that heavenly Bread, broken for al souls at the Eucharist. So, through association with Virgo and
its symbolic name, the house of bread, the opposite house of Pisces, house of the fish, merged its
emblemism with its polar opposite, and the two symboals, bread and fish, became the twin forms
of man's divine food. Should we be, then, too sunningly struck with amazement when we find
that our New Testament Gospels themselves
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contain the dlegory of the Christ character feeding a multitude of people, enhungered after three
days, by miraculoudy multiplying bread and its companion symbol, fish? And where did this
multiplication of the divine food take place in the Gospels? Yes, a this same town, Any (Anu),

to which the Hebrews had at some date prefixed their word for "house’ (beth) smply to giveits
agrologica reference as the zodiacd "house of bread,” and thus it became -- Beth- Any, Bethany!
So both in ancient Egypt and in the Hebrew-Christian Scriptures the Chrigt figure dramatized the
miracle of feeding the multitude of mortas in this symbalic city of Anu by multiplying the

divine breed and fish.

Arewe ready, then, for the next flash of redlization of great discovery which darts out from the
philologicd intimations of this name, the "house of bread?" It flashes upon us when we smply
ask how one says "house of bread" in Hebrew, ordinary Hebrew. For the answer to that is none
other than the astonishing word -- Beth (house), lehem (bread) -- Bethlehem! Bethlehem is
Bethany, house of combined bread and fish. For the Chrigt, as Jesus says positively, isthe
product of two births, the one natural, of water; the other spiritud, of spirit (fire); or of bread
(Virgo) and fish (Pisces). "Ye must be born again,” he said; born of water and the spirit-fire,
Virgo isthefirgt great Mother of life, formless inchoate matter, the Virgin Motherhood; and her
name was amost everywhere aform of the name for sea or water. Pisces in the zodiac
represented the second Mother of life, organic matter that has been impregnated by the rays of
the divine sun of life, or divine spirit. Virgo can give birth only to natural man; Pisces gives birth
to the spirit-soul, which matter inorganic could not do. Piscesis the Fish, the symbal of organic
life born out of the sea, so that its Christly offspring, the Christs themsdves, are dl fished up out
of the sea. (Recall that alegend said that the Messiah was to come up out of the sea.)

In one facet of ancient symbolism dl life was said to have emanated from the Fish's mouth. In
the uranograph, or chart of the heavens, the stream of life was pictured as
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flowing forth from the congtellation in the southern sky called the Southern Fish, to correspond
to that of Cetus, the Whale, in the northern sky. Thence it flowed north and emptied its stream
just under the foot of the constellation of Orion. This great clugter of bright stars seen in our sky
of winter was, in ancient astrological portrayd, the representative of the Chrigt. Orion wasthe
mighty hunter, followed by hisdog -- the great Dog Star Sirius -- by which was meant that the
power of the divine mind, seeking to stamp the shape of its creative ideas upon al matter, led the
way of evolution, while behind it trailed the animd, the faithful dog, the body! Mythology hed it
that Orion was pressing on in pursuit of the Pleiades, that cluster of Sx stars some little distance
ahead of him, cdled the Seven Sigers, but with one star missing. The subtle intimations here can
be only that spirit must seek to express itsdlf through the agency of the natura world, nature
being feminine dways, and aso eterndly sructurdized upon the basis of the creational number
seven. That oneisasyet missng islikey to intimate that, snce dl the cydes of evolving life
manifest 9x formations of physica substance, or planes of existence for the expression of thelr
cregtive forces, the piritual mind-power which this structurdization of cosmic energy is
destined to express, not being physicd, but spiritud, is not manifest in visble form with its Sx-
fold bass. Let us remember that creation covers six days, and not seven, God resting on that
cosmic Sabbath from his labors. The physical universeis dways the visble sde; the cosmic
mind power that each cycle demondtrates by the work it produces a six leves isinvishle

If imagery of this sort seems overly subtle and a bit thin in spots, it must be redized thet the
religious mind of the ancient day digported itself, so to say, in sdlies of fancy of thiskind; and if
one will follow them dosdly, they will be found to adumbrate the soundest and unassailable
truth. And the truths thus intimated are dways deeply related to man'sinner life and experience,
arein fact the degpest truths that the human mind can grasp.
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W, then, if the fish isthe symboal of organic life generated out of the inorganic, the ancient

garry dramawould represent that the stream of organic life emanates from the substrate matter
of the physical universe, from the very womb of maiter, as the sages like to phrase it often, when
evolution has developed it to its supreme organic unity of function, and thence it proceeds up the
path of growth and development until it reaches the sate of godhood symbolized by Orion. In
brief it says that the stream of organic evolution, arising out of the seg, reachesits high god of
godhood in Orion. It isto be noted that the astrological depiction does not give it as arising out of
the water directly, but out of the Southern Fish, itself the product of along evolution of organic
structure arising out of the inorganic virgin matter. It isimportant to darify this double-stage
procedure of the drama of creation, for inorganic matter could not generate salf-conscious mind
in creatures starting at the bottom of the scale of manifest being. Inorganic matter was the "Old
Firg Mother," and could give birth only to organic matter, consdered as her daughter. The
daughter, then, in turn, Snce she through the instrumentality of her highly developed speciaized
functionism such as brain and nerves could give birth to mind, reason, will and love in her
creetures, would thus be the second mother and her child the Chrigt. In zodiacal termsthe Virgo -
- Mother energy of matter, could not hersdf birth the Christ, but could produce her own
daughter, Pisces, who representing the organic universe, could bear the Christ consciousnessin
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the brains and hearts of her offspring. Virgo had firgt to bear Pisces, and Piscesin turn bore the
Chrig. All ancient Sun-Gods and Saviors were "born" in the house of Pisces, the house of (fish
and) bread, Bethlehem.

Thisitem has been eaborated at length for the reason thet, though few redizeit, it isal found in
the Gospd narrative in the New Testament. All the ancient Christs were said to have two
mothers, the First Old Mother, and the Second or spiritual Mother. In the Egyptian system they
were the goddess ssters and twins, IsSis and Nephthys.
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The myth said that 19s conceived the divine Son Horus and Nephthys gave him birth. Changing
the figure, again it gands that 1s's bore him and Nephthys suckled him. In the Gospels the two
gppear in the persons of Anna and her daughter Mary. Anna gives birth to Mary; Mary gives
birth to the Christ. Some scholars assart that Anna, the name, means Smply "year," from Latin
annum, "year." If by "year" is meant the annud round of nature's cydes, the origin may be
credible. Mary in this case would be, not the Virgin Mother (that would be Anna, asthefirst or
inorganic matter isthe virgin form), but the Fish, or Spirit-Mother, and her son, born in Pisces,
would testify to this character. However, it is only necessary to redize when ignorance followed
intelligence, there was confusion in the precise handling of the symbols, and, as we have seen,
both bread and fish symbols, aswell as Virgo and Pisces features, have been combined and
interblended.

IARU-TANA, ERIDANUS, JORDAN

The name given by the Hebrews to the stream of evolving life was of course the Jordan River,
for they had named their one grest river with that designation of the siream of evolution, taken
from the sky charts of the earlier rdigious systems. The spelling of this name Jordan was derived
from the name which the Greeks had given to it, the River Eridanus. And that, going back a step,
was derived from the origind name it bore in the Egyptian sysem, namdly, the laru-Tana. laru
is the Egyptian source of the Greek hieros, and of the Hebrew Jeru (in Jerusdem), both meaning
"sacred,” "divine"" But Tama was actudly the name of the geographica lake out of which the
great Nile River had its source, the celestial |ake or sea of source. It waslocalized in each
country reformulating the archaic religious tradition to suit its geography as the main river or

lake available on their map; in Egypt, the Nile, in Pdegtine the Jordan, in Babyloniaand Persa
the Tigris-Euphrates, in India the Indus or Ganges.

The fish as symbol must then be thought of as the system of organic materid evolution that
cariesthe
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nucleus of divine mind forward to itsgod of the consummation of neturd lifeinitsfind
blossoming out into spiritua godhood. Whether discerned inits full spiritua significance or nat,

enough of this purport dings to the symboal in the primary mativations of Chridtianity to have
been embodied in afeature of priedtly attire, the Bishop's mitre, which is shaped in the form of
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the fish's mouth. The evidence for thisisfound in the Latin name of os tincae, or the tench's
mouth, the tench being a freshwater European fish, which, the dictionary says, was noted for its
tenacity of life. The door of life was figured in the shape of afistmouth at the western, or
feminine end of a church. The zodiacal Piscesisthe house of the birth of Saviors; Jesus, Horus,
loannes and other divine Avatars came as Ichthys, "fish" in Greek.

As has been seen, the fish's bladder denoted the presence of air in the water, and the stream of
bubbles which one sees risng from the fish's mouth strengthens the suggestion as to the power of
the natural world to generate and bring to the surface the power and function of mind (air) in the
materia conditions of physcd life, symboled by water.

Vividly, then, the fish as symbol holds before our minds the idea that just as bubbles arise from
the bottom of apot of water when hest is gpplied benesth, so when the fire of divine sairit,
through incarnation, is brought down under the watery dements in man's lower psychic nature,
which are sense and emotion, the power of thought, reason, intelligence and understanding is
generated and rises to the surface of consciousness exactly like the bubbles arising from the fish's
mouth. Nature furnishes no end of these images of the forms of divine truth, but it ssemswe are
too dull, blind and obtuse to discern them.

Thefish symbol thus gives us the image of spirit-mind in submergence, or the god power buried
in matter. In spite of its burid, however, it does not die, because it fill can bresthe under the
water. Severa chapter-titles of the Book of the Dead spegk of "giving air to the soul of Nuin the
underworld." Therefore ancient congtructions of enlightened
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fancy, finding anaogues ubiquitoudy in nature, pictured the god-soul in incarnation by the
semainograph of the great fish trangporting the divine unit of spirit through, across or under the
sea of life and landing it safely on that "farther shore”’ of heavenly bliss and glory. Hereisthe
core of dl the meaning that could ever be attached to the Jonah+whae dlegory. For, -- do not
doubt it -- "Jonah," dong with Joshua, Joash, Josiah, Jesse, Jehoash, Joram and others, isthe
same Jesus -- and therefore conclusively dlegoricd -- as hewho in the New Testament was also
tossed on a ship in the tempest, and, till aroused by the distressed sailors, was lying fast adeep in
the lower part, or "belly” of the ship. This Jesus nature likewise lieslong, dl too long, adeep in
the "hold" of the human ship, these "Red Sedl" bodies of ours, until in the perils of the swirling
tempests of our emotiona and sensud life, heis aroused and bestirs himsdf to teke thettiller of
our barque in his hand of reason, conscience and his own divine impulsion, and dlays the
virulence of the sorm by the strength of his mind and hiswill to righteousness.

Theimplications of the fish sign could be extended much further and some of them would yield
rich essence of meaning. Enough has been presented here surely to indicate the graphic force of
its suggestiveness for any reflecting mind. The centrdl and cardina sgnificance isthet of the
watery confines of the human body of the units of divine fiery essence of God-soul that can not
be quenched even when submerged in the waters of the sea of life. The fish should be a trenchant
reminder and assurance to us that even in the midst of the overflooding of our higher spiritud
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genius by the lower gppetencies and the glamors of senselife, the fire of soul degp within usis
unquenchable.

Not to be missed, ds0, isthe emblemism of the mythic creeture, the mermaid. The sign of Pisces
does represent the feet of the human entity, as Aries, its neighbor the head. We have seen that the
Eridanus River of life, emanating from the mouth of the Southern Fish, flowed right up to the
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foot of Orion. Asthe stellar type of the Christ in man, the Sar, or congtdlation of Orionisthus
represented as standing in incarnation at the point where the upsurging stream of evolution of
matter and form pours at his feet the forces and energies of the physica world, and itisfor him
to gather them up and utilize them. In this exertion and service he fulfills the purpose for which
his heavenly Father sent him out to stand on the border between spirit and matter. So poetic
imagery gave this creature of philosophica fancy, the mermaid, to typify man asthe dud

creature he is, combining the body of anatura animal with the soul of an embryonic god, in sea
imagery a human with the feet or tall of the fish. It Imply testifies with a charming figure that

the base of man's lifeisimmersed in the sea. The very throne of the great God Osiris was set
over asymbolic tank of water. "The Lord Stteth upon the flood," says Psalm 29; and the majesty
of Psalm 24 declares. "For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.”
The Greek myth pictures Zeus as wading through the sea, and from the foam stirred up by the
movement of hislegswas born the Goddess of Love, Venus. Foam isamixture of water and air
and these spell emotion and mind. Love is the supreme blending of these two dements.

THE GREAT GREEN SEA

It has been shown that the proper trandation of the Hebrew iam suph as the Sea of Reeds, or
Reed Sea, makes adradtic change in the great seals color. The ancients sought for nature symbols
indl directions. We do find it spoken of asthe Emerdd Sea. We are not surprised, then, to find
that the Egyptian seers definitely poetized it as green from one line of metgphorical fancy, while
from another image it isred. In the great Ritual of the Egyptian religion the supreme spiritua
power, Ra, gives to Teta (one of the type names of the divine soul in man) “the power to journey
over the Great Green Sea” Then it issaid: "Thou sailest over the Lake of Kha, in the north of
heaven, like a star passing over the Great Green Sea...asfar asthe place where isthe star Seh
(Orion)."
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It has been eucidated above that the stream of life, laru-Tana (Eridanus, Jordan) issued from the
mouth of the Southern Fish and flowed north to the feet of Orion, the Christ. So here again the
dar of soul, circuiting in its cycles the great sea of life, reaches at last this same star of
Christhood, Orion, called by the Egyptians "the great star Seh.”

But we need not go so far back as the Egyptiansto find the imagery of this Great Sea, be its color
red or green. In the fourth chapter of our Book of Revd ation the metaphor presentsthisfigurein
resplendent glory indeed. "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystd.” The
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"crystd sed' has ever been asymbol for spiritua mystics, hymnologists and rhapsodists to
conjure with, as presenting some outward hint asto the pure radiancy of a more heavenly grade
of consciousness than the one we normally experience on earth. And oddly enough, just asin the
first chapter of Genesis this same river of life flowing forth from the throne of God divided into
four heads, Gihon, Pison, Hiddekd and Euphrates, so herein Revelation, what is sad
immediately upon the statement of the presence of the crystal sea before the celestid throne is
that "round about the throne were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.” It turns out that
these four "beasts," the lion, ox, man and eagle, represent four Sgns of the zodiac, Leo, Taurus,
Aquarius and Scorpio; and these in turn represent sensation (earth), emotion (water), mind (air)
and spirit (fire), the dements of the "vids of wrath" which the seven angels later pour out upon
the world. How significant it isthat "lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts ... stood
alLamb, asit had been dain; having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God sent forth into dl the earth.” If we can visudize, if we can penetrate obvious outward
symbolism to catch the meaning in the conceptud world, we have here the picture of dl that one
needs to know, as the glyph and graph of the meaning of al sacred Scriptures. For we have the
throne-power of God, the sea of glistening pure matiter before it, the diffraction of God's cregtive
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power into seven rays of energy dispersion to activate the creation in space (with four of these
energy forms bringing their products into visble manifestation, the other three fill in the
invisble world) and our own life manifesting the four grades of psychic consciousness,
sensation, emation, thought and spiritud will.

A mogt aresting detall of the picturization is that the clear glass of the crystdl seareflected the
divine light of spirit which brooded over it. The watery field of lifeis pictured asa"crystd sea
wherein the fire was reflected, and upon it there stood those who had overcome the influence of
the Beadt, who had not worshipped hisimage nor borne upon them the mark of his number."
Thisreflection of the heavenly fire of divine spirit in the sea of life down hereis most
enchantingly intriguing. It isin complete accord with the main statement of the great Hermes, the
mouthpiece alegedly of the body of the mighty EQyptian occult wisdom, when he saysthat "that
which isabove is as that which is below, and that which is below is as that which is above, for
the performance of the miracle of the One Thing." Y es, nature, the lower world, the visble
universe, reflectsin its manifestations everywhere the creetive forms, the archetypes of the
divine Mind. Any body of dill water reflects the heavens. "If thou wilt know the invisble" says
Hermes, "open wide thine eyes on the vishle.”

The frequency with which the seaiis mentioned in the Scriptures would indicate that it played an
important part in the symbolism of the incarnation, asit obvioudy stood as a glyph for the
human body blood. Some of these referencesto it in this meaning may be scrutinized. For
ingance, in Exodus 14:2, the Lord spesking to Maoses, ingructs him to tell the children of Israel
that they "shal encamp by the sea™ Asthese children of Isradl are the hogts of his own Sons,
whom he has sent to earth to live in immediate contact with this sea water of the anima bodies
they must tenant here, the poetic expression of camping by the seaside would be quite
fdicitoudy apt to the Stuation. Thiswill not gppear a& al strained or far-fetched when we
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consder that the great Jewish autumn festival of Succoth, tabernacles, booths or tents, in which
they are ordered to live before they reach the Holy Land, are likewise areference to the physical
bodiesin which they will beincarnate, as being atemporary and naturd tenement for a
temporary sojourn before they attain to their permanent spiritua bodies at the end of the
incarnation series. For thereisthat spiritua "body of the resurrection” of which St. Paul spesks.
The fleshly body is emblemed by more than one symboalic typein ancient dlegorica depiction
and in mythology, such asthe well (of Beer-sheba), the cave (of Machpelah), the tomb, the pit,
the prison, the desert and the wilderness.

Thenit issaid that the Egyptians overtook them as they encamped by the sea. Naturdly this
would be the case, asthe Egyptians are the ingtincts, proclivities, habitudes and impulses of the
bodily nature, and to say that they overtook the Israglites as they encamped by the seaiis only
poeticdly to say that these things caught them here in incarnation.

And mogt significantly appears in this same chapter the Lord's injunction to Moses, who is, of
course, the figure of man spiritud, to "lift up thy rod and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and
divideit," so that the Isradlites would be able to walk through it on the dry ground, holding off
the water. The "rod" in this dramais a definite symbol of man'sinner soul power, his miracle-
working force, and to stretch out the hand holding this rod over the seawas avivid
representation of man's developing and using hisinner divine Sdif, in the exercise of which heis
able to "subdue dl things unto himsdf* and "put dl things under hisfeat.” the idea of the

soiritud "fire" in man's nature drying out the moist nature and crossing ariver or seaisvery
common in the ancient typology. The divison of the seainto wet and dry portions would refer,
by every inference, to the gradua separation of the soul and itsinterests from the first long
subjection under the tyranny of the body and itsindincts.
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Very driking in itsimport can be the statement that the Isradlites "came to Elim, where were
twelve wells of water and three score and ten palm trees; and they encamped there by the
waters" Universdly the archaic Scriptures represented man's divinity as coming to full
unfoldment through the development of twelve aspects or attributes of his Godhood; and the
physical universeis actualy founded on the number seven, as nature everywhere reveds. A ruse
of the esotericigts to hide occult truth from the "vulgar" masses was the adding of a meaningless
cipher to the cardind number, making the seven into seventy. The name Elim is composed of €,
Hebrew for "God," and the masculine plurd termind -im. So the stage at which the Isradlites
became full-fledged godsisindicated by twelve wells of water and seven palm trees. Asthe
pam isa product of hot tropica lands, it suggests the ubiquitous symbol of soul, namely, fire,
branching out in seven rays.

The imagery employed by the Bible author indicates that the Lord raised up an east wind as his
means for drying up the sea. The symbolism of east and west istoo clear to be easily missed. The
sun stting in the west was the nature-basis of souls sinking below the rim of the horizon of
evolution into incarnation and, as it were, being immersed in the sea of life, under the picture of
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the sun setting in the ocean. In this gate souls were overwhelmed in the body's watery life and
nature and lived in what theology conceives to be "carnd an.” Passng around the cycle --
represented by the six lower signs of the zodiac -- they reach the point of risng above the
horizon on the eastern sde, and thus return to heaven, to spirit, to divine life. So the Egyptian
Book of the Dead declares that Pepi -- one of the synonyms of the human Ego-soul -- "cometh
into the eastern side of heaven, where the gods are born." The eadt, of course, carries dl the
intimations of the Eagter resurrection of divine soul so long buried in the fleshly "body of this
death,” if we may use St. Paul's strong phrasing.

And so runsthe thrilling saga of the sea. It is understandable why the sapient sages of the past
named the goddess Mothers after it, Thdlath, Meri, Mary, Maya,
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Miriam, Mylitta and the ret; for the seais our universal Mother. We were al born out of her
cgpacious bosom. And, being atrue mother, her infinite care will abide with usforever.

When through the deep waters | cal thee to go,

The rivers of woe shdl not thee overflow;

For | will be with thee thy troublesto bless,

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

"Degp calleth under deep at the noise of thy water-
gpouts: al thy waves and thy billows are gone over me."
"For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of
the seas; and the floods encompassed me about; al thy
billows and thy waves passed over me. The waters com-
passed me about, even to the soul; the depth closed me
round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. | went
down to the bottom of the mountains, the earth with her
bars was about me for ever; yet hast thou brought up my

lifefrom corruption, O Lord my God."
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"The smaishis, and he madeit."

The Seais hisand he madeit. Psalm 95.

And al the waters that were in the river were turned
to blood. Exodus 7:20.

And the water which thou takest out of the river shall

become blood upon the dry land. Exodus 4:9.
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