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The Agnostic Christmas. 

by Robert G. Ingersoll 

The Journal, New York, December 25, 1892. 

**** **** 

AGAIN we celebrate the victory of Light over Darkness, of the God of day over the hosts 
of night. Again Samson is victorious over Delilah, and Hercules triumphs once more over 
Omphale. In the embrace of Isis, Osiris rises from the dead, and the scowling Typhon is 
defeated once more. Again Apollo, with unerring aim, with his arrow from the quiver of 
light, destroys the serpent of shadow. This is the festival of Thor, of Baldur and of 
Prometheus. Again Buddha by a miracle escapes from the tyrant of Madura, Zoroaster 
foils the King, Bacchus laughs at the rage of Cadmus, and Chrishna eludes the tyrant.  

This is the festival of the sun-god, and as such let its observance be universal.  

This is the great day of the first religion, the mother of all religions -- the worship of the 
sun.  

Sun worship is not only the first, but the most natural and most reasonable of all. And not 
only the most natural and the most reasonable, but by far the most poetic, the most 
beautiful.  

The sun is the god of benefits, of growth, of life, of warmth, of happiness, of joy. The sun 
is the all-seeing, the all-pitying, the all-loving.  

This bright God knew no hatred, no malice, never sought for revenge.  

All evil qualities were in the breast of the God of darkness, of shadow, of night. And so I 
say again, this is the festival of Light. This is the anniversary of the triumph of the Sun 
over the hosts of Darkness.  

Let us all hope for the triumph of Light -- of Right and Reason -- for the victory of Fact 
over Falsehood, of Science over Superstition.  

And so hoping, let us celebrate the venerable festival of the Sun. --  
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The Bank Of Wisdom is run by Emmet Fields out of his home in Kentucky. He 
painstakingly scanned in these works and put them on disks for others to have available. 
Mr. Fields makes these disks available for only the cost of the media. 

Files made available from the Bank Of Wisdom may be freely reproduced and given 
away, but may not be sold. 

Reproducable Electronic Publishing can defeat censorship. 

The Bank of Wisdom is a collection of the most thoughtful, scholarly and factual books. 
These computer books are reprints of suppressed books and will cover American and 
world history; the Biographies and writings of famous persons, and especially of our 
nations Founding Fathers. They will include philosophy and religion. all these subjects, 
and more, will be made available to the public in electronic form, easily copied and 
distributed, so that America can again become what its Founders intended -- 

The Free Market-Place of Ideas. 

The Bank of Wisdom is always looking for more of these old, hidden, suppressed and 
forgotten books that contain needed facts and information for today. If you have such 
books please contact us, we need to give them back to America. 

Bank of Wisdom, 
Box 926, 
Louisville, KY 40201 
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