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THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION

Creed or Christ

No man loves God who hates his kind,

Who tramples on his brother's heart and soul;
Who seeks to shackle, cloud, or fog the mind
By fears of hdl has not perceived our god.

God-sent are dl rdigions blest;

And Chrigt, the Way, the Truth, the Life,
To give the heavy laden rest

And peace from sorrow, sin, and drife.

Behold the Universa Spirit came

To all the churches, not to one done;
On Pentecostd morn atongue of flame
Round each agpostle as ahao shone.

Since then, as vultures ravenous with greed,
We oft have battled for an empty name,

And sought by dogma, edict, cult, or creed,
To send each other to the quenchless flame.

Is Chrigt then twain? Was Cephas, Paul,
To save the world, nailed to the tree?
Then why divisons here a dl?

Chrig's love enfolds both you and me.

His pure sweet loveis not confined

By creed which segregate and raise awall.
Hislove enfolds, embraces human kind,
No matter what oursdves or Him we call.

Then why not take Him a His word?
Why hold to creeds which tear gpart?
But one thing matters, be it heard
That brother lovefill every heart.

There's but one thing the world has need to know.
There's but one balm for al our human woe:
There's but one way that leads to heaven above--
Tha way is human sympathy and love.

--Max Heindd.
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A Word totheWise

The founder of the Chrigtian Religion stated an occult maxim when He sad:

"Whosoever shdl not receive the kingdom of God as alittle child shdl not enter therein®
(Mark X:15). All occultists recognize the far-reaching importance of this teaching of
Christ, and endeavor to "live" it day by day.

When anew philosophy is presented to the world it is met in different ways by different
people.

One person will grasp with avidity any new philosophica effort in an endeavor to
ascertain how far it supports his own ideas. To such aone the philosophy itsdlf is of
minor importance. Its prime vaue will be its vindication of hisidess. If the work comes
up to expectation in that respect, he will enthusiagticdly adopt it and cling to it with a
most unreasoning partisanship; if not, he will probably lay the book down in disgust and
disgppointment, feding asif the author had done him aninjury.

Another adopts an attitude of skepticism as soon as he discovers that it contains
something which he has not previoudy read, heard, or originated in his own thought. He
would probably resent as extremely unjustified the accusation that his mentd attitude is
the acme of sdf-satisfaction and intolerance; such is nevertheess the case; and thus he
shuts his mind to any truth which may possibly be hidden in that which he off-hand
rejects.

Both these classes stland in their own light. "Set” ideas render them imperviousto rays
of truth. "A little child" is the very opposite of its eldersin that respect. It is not imbued
with an overwheming sense of superior knowledge, nor doesit fed compelled to look
wise or to hide its nescience of any subject by asmile or asneer. It isfrankly ignorant,
unfettered by preconceived opinions and therefore eminently teachable. It takes
everything with that beautiful attitude of trust which we have designated "child-like
faith," wherein there is not the shadow of a doubt. There the child holds the teaching it
receives until proven or disproven.

Indl occult schools the pupil isfirgt taught to forget adl dse when anew teaching is
being given, to alow neither preference nor prejudice to govern, but to keep themind in a
date of cdm, dignified waiting. As skepticiam will blind usto truth in the most effective
manner, S0 this cam, trustful atitude of the mind will dlow the intuition, or "teaching
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from within," to become aware of the truth contained in the proposition. Thet isthe only
way to cultivate an absolutely certain perception of truth.

The pupil is not required to believe off-hand that a given object which he has observed
to be white, is redly black, when such a statement is made to him; but he must cultivate
an atitude of mind which "believeth dl things' as possible. That will dlow him to put by
for the time being even what are generdly considered "established facts™ and investigate
if perchance there be another viewpoint hitherto unobserved by him whence the object
referred to would appear black. Indeed, he would not alow himsdf to look upon anything
as "an established fact,” for he redizes thoroughly the importance of kegping hismind in
the fluidal sate of adaptability which characterizesthe little child. He redizesin every
fibre of his being that "now we see through aglass, darkly," and Ajax-like heisever on
the dert, yearning for "Light, more Light."

The enormous advantage of such an atitude of mind when investigeting any given
subject, object or ideamust be apparent. Statements which appear postively and
unequivocaly contradictory, which have caused an immense amount of feding among
the advocates of opposite sides, may neverthel ess be capable of perfect reconciliation, as
shown in one such ingtance mentioned in the present work. The bond of concord is only
discovered by the open mind, however, and though the present work may be found to
differ from others, the writer would bespesk an impartid hearing as the basis of
subsequent judgment. If the book is "weighed and found wanting,” the writer will have
no complaint. He only fears a hasty judgment based upon lack of knowledge of the
system he advocates--a hearing wherein the judgment is "wanting” in consegquence of
having been denied an impartiad "weighing." He would further submit, that the only
opinion worthy of the one who expressesit must be based upon knowledge.

As afurther reason for care in judgment we suggest that to many it is exceedingly
difficult to retract a hastily expressed opinion. Therefore it is urged that the reader
withhold al expressions of ether praise or blame until study of the work has reasonably
satisfied him of its merit or demerit.

The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception is not dogmatic, neither does it gpped to any other
authority than the reason of the student. It is not controversid, but is sent forth in the
hope that is may help to clear some of the difficulties which have beset the minds of
students of the degper philosophiesin the past. In order to avoid serious
misunderstanding, it should be firmly impressed upon the mind of the student, however,
that thereis no infalible reveation of this complicated subject, which includes
everything under the sun and above it aso.

An infalible expostion would predicate omniscience upon the part of the writer, and

even the Elder Brotherstell us that they are sometimes at fault in their judgment, so a
book which shdl say the last word on the World-Mystery is out of the question, and the
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writer of the present work does not pretend to give aught but the most el ementary
teachings of the Rosicrucians.

The Rosicrucian Brotherhood has the most far-reaching, the most logical conception of
the World-Mystery of which the writer has gained any knowledge during the many years
he has devoted exclusively to the study of this subject. So far as he has been able to
investigate, their teachings have been found in accordance with facts as he knows them.
Yet he is convinced that The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception isfar from being the last
word on the subject; that as we advance greater vistas of truth will open to us and make
clear many things which we now "see through a glass, darkly." At the sametime he
firmly believesthat al other philosophies of the future will follow the same main lines,
for they appear to be absolutely true.

Inview of the foregoing it will be plain that this book is not consdered by the writer as
the Alpha and Omega, the ultimate of occult knowledge, and even though is entitled " The
Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception,” the writer desires to strongly emphasize that is not to
be understood as a "faith once for dl delivered” to the Rosicrucians by afounder of the
Order or by any other individud. It is emphaticaly stated that this work embodies only
the writer's under standing of the Rosicrucian teachings concerning the World-Mystery,
srengthened by his persond investigations of the inner Worlds, the ante-natdl and post-
mortem states of man, etc. The responghility upon one who wittingly or unwittingly
leads others astray is clearly redized by the writer, and he wishesto guard asfar as
possible againgt that contingency, and aso to guard others againgt going wrong
inadvertently.

What issad in thiswork is to be accepted or rejected by the reader according to his
own discretion. All care has been used in trying to make plain the teaching; great pains
have been taken to put it into words that shall be easily understood. For that reason only
one term has been used throughout to convey each idea. The same word will have the
same meaning wherever used. When any word descriptive of an ideaisfirst used, the
clearest definition possible to the writer is given. None but English terms and the smplest
language have been used. The writer hastried to give as exact and definite descriptions of
the subject under condderation as possible; to eiminate dl ambiguity and to make
everything clear. How far he has succeeded must be l€ft to the student to judge; but
having used every possible meansto convey the teaching, he feds obliged to guard so
againg the possibility of thiswork being taken as a verbatim statement of the Rosicrucian
teachings. Neglect of this precaution might give undue weight to thiswork in the minds
of some students. That would not be fair to the Brotherhood nor to the reader. 1t would
tend to throw the responsbility upon the Brotherhood for the mistakes which must occur
inthisasin dl other human works. Hence the above warning.
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During the four years which have dapsed since the foregoing paragraphs were written,
the writer has continued his investigations of the invisible worlds, and experienced the
expangon of consciousness relative to these rellms of nature which comes by practice of
the precepts taught in the Western Mystery School. Others aso who have followed the
method of soul-unfoldment herein described as particularly suited to the Western peoples,
have likewise been enabled to verify for themsdves many things here taught. Thusthe
writer's understanding of what was given by the Elder Brothers has received some
corroboration and seems to have been substantialy correct, therefore he fedsit aduty to
date this for the encouragement of those who are il unable to see for themsalves.

If we said that the vitd body isbuilt of prismsingtead of points, it would have been
better, for it is by refraction through these minute prisms that the colorless solar fluid
changes to arosy hue as observed by other writers beside the author.

Other new and important discoveries have aso been made; for instance, we know now
that the Silver Cord is grown anew in each life, that one part sorouts from the seed atom
of the desire body in the great vortex of the liver, that the other part grows out of the seed
atom of the dense body in the heart, that both parts meet in the seed atom of the vita
body in the solar plexus, and that this union of the higher and lower vehicles causesthe
quickening. Further development of the cord between the heart and solar plexus during
the first seven years has an important bearing on the mystery of childlife, likewiseits
fuller growth from the liver to the solar plexus, which takes place during the second
septenary period, is acontributory cause of adolescence. Completion of the Silver Cord
marks the end of childlife, and from that time the solar energy which enters through the
pleen and istinted by refraction through the prismatic seed atom of the vital body
located in the solar plexus, commences to give a didtinctive and individua coloring to the
aurawhich we observe in adults.
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Man's Present Constitution and M ethod of
Development

| ntroduction

The Western world is undoubtedly the vanguard of the human race, and, for reasons

givenin thefallowing pages, it is held by the Rosicrucian that neither Judaism nor
"popular Chridianity," but true Esoteric Chridtianity isto be its world-religion.

Buddha, greet, grand and sublime, may be the "light of Asa" but Chrigt will yet be
acknowledged the "Light of the World." As the sun outshines the brightest star in the
heavens, digpels every vestige of darkness and giveslife and light to dl beings, so, ina
not too distant future, will the true religion of Christ supersede and obliterate dl other
reigions, to the eternd benefit of mankind.
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In our civilization the chasm that Stretches between mind and heart yawns deep and
wide and, as the mind flies on from discovery to discovery in the relms of science, the
gulf becomes ever degper and wider and the heart is|eft further and further behind. The
mind loudly demands and will be stisfied with nothing less than amateridly
demondtrable explanation of man and his fellow- crestures that make up the phenomena
world. The heart feds indinctively thet there is something greater, and it yearns for that
which it fedsis ahigher truth than can be grasped by the mind aone. The human soul
would fain soar upon ethered pinions of intuition; would fain lave in the eternd fount of
spiritud light and love; but modern scientific views have shorn itswings and it Sits
fettered and mute, unsatisfied longings gnawing a its tendrils as the vulture of
Prometheus liver.

Isthis necessary? |'s there no common ground upon which head and heart may mest,
each assigting the other, each by the help of the other becoming more effective in the
search for universa truth, and esch receiving equd satisfaction?

Assurely asthe pre-existing light crested the eye whereby the light is seen; as surdly as
the primordia desire for growth created the digestive and assmilétive system for the
attainment of that end; as surdly as thought existed before the brain and built and il is
building the brain for its expresson; as surdy as the mind is now forging ahead and
wringing her secrets from nature by the very force of its audacity, just so surdy will the
heart find away to burst its bonds and gratify itslongings. At present it is shackled by the
dominant brain. Some day it will gather strength to burst its prison bars and become a
power greater than the mind.

It isequaly certain that there can be no contradiction in nature, therefore the heart and
the mind must be capable of uniting. To indicate this common ground is precisely the
purpose of this book. To show where and how the mind, helped by the intuition of the
heart, can probe more deeply into the mysteries of being than either could do aone;
where the heart, by union with the mind, can be kept from going astray; where each can
have full scope for action, neither doing violence to the other and where both mind and
heart can be satisfied.

Only when that co-operation is attained and perfected will man attain the higher, truer
undergtanding of himself and of the world of which he is a part; only that can givehima
broad mind and a great heart.

At every birth what gppears to be anew life comes among us. We see thelittle form as
it lives and grows, becoming afactor in our lives for days, months or years. At last there
comes aday when the form dies and goesto decay. The life that came, whence we know
not, has passed to the invisible beyond, and in sorrow we ask oursalves, Whence cameit?
What was it here? and Whither has it gone?
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Across every threshold the skeleton form of Degth throws his fearsome shadow. Old or
young, well or ill, rich or poor, dl, dl dike must pass out into that shadow and
throughout the ages has sounded the piteous cry for a solution of the riddle of life--the
riddle of death.

So far asthe vast mgjority of people are concerned the three great questions, Whence
have we come? Why are we here? Whither are we going? remain unanswered to this day.
It has unfortunately come to be the popularly accepted opinion that nothing can be
definitely known about these matters of degpest interest to humanity. Nothing could be
more erroneous than such an idea. Each and every one, without exception, may become
cgpable of obtaining firgt-hand, definite information upon this subject; may persondly
investigate the gate of the human spirit, both before birth and after desth. Thereisno
favoritism, nor are specid gifts required. Each of us has inherently the faculty for
knowing al of these matters; but! -- Yes, thereisa"but," and a"but" that must be written
large. These faculties are present in dl, though latent in most people. It requires persistent
effort to awaken them and that seems to be a powerful deterrent. If these faculties,
"awake and aware," could be had for a monetary consideration, even if the price were
high, many people would pay it to gain such immense advantage over their fellow-men,
but few indeed are those willing to live the life that is required to awaken them. That
awakening comes only by patient, persstent effort. It cannot be bought; there is no royd
road to it.

It is conceded that practice is necessary to learn to play the piano, and that it is usdless
to think of being awatchmaker without being willing to serve an apprenticeship. Yet
when the matter of the soul, of death and the beyond, of the great causes of being, are the
guestions at issue, many think they know as much as anyone and have an equd right to
express an opinion, though they may never have given the subject an hour's study.

Asamatter of fact, no one unless qudified by study of the subject should expect
serious condderation for an opinion. In legal cases, where experts are caled to testify,
they are first examined asto their competency. The weight of their testimony will be nil,
unlessthey are found to be thoroughly proficient in the branch of knowledge regarding
which their testimony is sought.

If, however, they are found to be quaified--by study and practice-- to express an expert
opinion, it is received with the utmost respect and deference; and if the testimony of one
expert is corroborated by others equaly proficient, the testimony of each additional man
adds immensdly to the weight of the previous evidence.

The irrefutable testimony of one such man easily counterbalances that of one or adozen
or amillion men who know nothing of that whereof they speak, for nothing, even though
multiplied by amillion, will ill remain nothing. Thisisastrue of any other subject as of
mathematics.
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As previoudy said, we recognize these facts readily enough in materid affairs, but
when things beyond the world of sense, when the super-physical world is under
discussion; when the relations of God to man, the inner-most mysteries of theimmorta
gpark of divinity, loosely termed the soul, are to be probed, then each clamorsfor as
serious condderation of his opinions and ideas regarding spiritual matters asis given to
the sage, who by alife of patient and toilsome research has acquired wisdom in these
higher things

Nay, more; many will not even content themselves with daiming equal consderation
for their opinions, but will even jeer and scoff at the words of the sage, seek to impugn
his testimony as fraud, and, with the supreme confidence of deepest ignorance, asseverate
that as they know nothing of such maiters, it is absolutely impossible that anyone ese
can.

The man who redlizes hisignorance has taken the first step toward knowledge.

The path to first-hand knowledge is not easy. Nothing worth having ever comes without
persistent effort. It cannot be too often repeated thet there are no such things as specid
giftsof "luck.” All that anyoneisor has, isthe result of effort. What one lacksin
comparison with another is latent in himself and cgpable of development by proper
methods.

If the reader, having grasped thisidea thoroughly, should ask, what he must do to
obtain this firgt-hand knowledge, the following story may serve to impress the ides,
which isthe central onein occultism:

A young man came to a sage one day and asked, "Sire, what must | do to become
wise?" The sage vouchsafed no answer. The youth after repeeting his question a number
of times, with alike result, at last left him, to return the next day with the same question.
Again no answer was given and the youth returned on the third day, till repegting his
question, "Sire what must | do to become wise?'

Findly the sage turned and went down to a near-by river. He entered the water, bidding
the youth follow him. Upon arriving at a sufficient depth the sage took the young man by
the shoulders and held him under the water, despite his struggles to free himsdf. At ladt,
however, he released him and when the youth had regained his breath the sage questioned
him:

"Son, when you were under the water what did you most desire?"

The youth answered without hesitation, "Air, air! | wanted air!”
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"Would you not rather have had riches, pleasure, power or love, my son? Did you not
think of any of these?' queried the sage.

"No, srel | wanted air and thought only of air,” came the instant response.

"Then," said the sage, "To become wise you must desire wisdom with as greet intensity
asyou just now desired air. You must struggle for it, to the exclusion of every other am
inlife. It must be your one and only aspiration, by day and by night. If you seek wisdom
with thet fervor, my son, you will surely becomewise."

That isthe first and centra requisite the aspirant to occult knowledge must possess--an
unswerving desire, aburning thirst for knowledge; a zed that dlows no obstacle to
conquer it; but the supreme motive for seeking this occult knowledge must be an ardent
desire to benefit humanity, entirely disregarding sdif in order to work for others. Unless
prompted by the motive, occult knowledge is dangerous.

Without possessing these qualifications--epecidly the latter--in some mesasure, any
attempt to tread the arduous path of occultism would be a hazardous undertaking.
Another prerequisite to this firgt-hand knowledge, however, is the study of occultism at
second-hand. Certain occult powers are necessary for the first-hand investigation of
matters connected with the pre-nata and post-mortem states of man, but no one need
despair of acquiring information about this conditions because of undeveloped occult
powers. As aman may know about Africaether by going there persondly or by reading
descriptions written by travelers who have been there, o may he visit the superphysica
reelmsif hewill but qualify himsef therefor, or he may learn what others who have so
qudified themsdves report as aresult of their investigations.

Chrigt sad, "The Truth shal make you free" but Truth is not found once and forever.
Truth is eternd, and the quest for Truth must o be eternd. Occultism knows of no
"fath oncefor dl ddivered." There are certain basic truths which remain, but which may
be looked at from many sides, each giving a different view, which complements the
previous ones, therefore, so far as we can see at present, there is no such achievement
possble as arriving a the ultimate truth.

Wherein thiswork differs from some philosophical works the variations are caused by
difference of viewpoint, and dl respect is paid to the conclusions reached and the ideas
et forth by other investigators. It isthe earnest hope of the writer that the study of the
following pages may help to make the student's ideas fuller and more rounded than they
were before.
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